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a@"’ g@g CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Pl

% Christmas Eve
Friday 24th. December
9-00am The last Mass of Advent
4-30pm Christingle service followed by Vigil Mass.
The Christingle will also include the blessing and lighting of
the Tree of Light
11-45pm Midnight Mass and Blessing of the Christmas Crib.

Christmas Day
8-00am Mass
10-00am Parish Mass with carols for families

B8

Sunday 26t December The Holy Family of Jesus
Mary and Joseph
8-00am Mass
10-00am Parish Mass with carols for families
6-00pm NO evening Prayer




Father Peter Writes

This year Caroline and | celebrated 28 years of marriage. We married in All
Saints Church Poplar, East London. The Rector of Poplar celebrated the nuptial
Mass and Canon David Cook, whom some of you may remember, presided
over the marriage ceremony itself. As all married couples do, we took each
other, from that time, for better, for worse, for richer and for poorer, in
sickness and in health. One never knows quite where life will lead and so the
help of God is a very necessary thing in a marriage. This is one reason why it is
a Sacrament of the Church. With the exchange of rings we also pledged to
honour each other and share all that we had with each other. She and | are
now to take this vow, to share all that we have, to a new level.

As some of you may know, she has not been enjoying good health for some
time, currently being required to undergo kidney dialysis three times each
week. Her doctors tell us that her best option would be to have a kidney
transplant. Together we have been exploring whether or not | might be able to
be a donor and offer her one of my kidneys. It seems that we probably are
compatible on this front and at some point early in the New Year we hope this
donation may take place, at Addenbrooks Hospital, in Cambridge.

You may well ask, why is he telling me all this? Well, | am sharing this with you
to ask for your prayers for us both and as a family. Your support too, for if this
comes to pass, | will be out of action for a time. How long that will be we do
not know and can’t get a straight answer out of anyone either. In some ways
this is understandable for everyone will recover at their own rate. Estimates
have been given between four to twelve weeks to include the surgery and a
time of recuperation. | am also letting people know about this to assure them
that the parish will be well cared for in my absence. Fr Alan has offered
whatever support he can give and will be, together with our Churchwardens,
an initial port of call for people. | will also ensure there are others to support
him in this, after all he is retired.

This is quite an adventure for us and as I’'m sure you will agree rather daunting,
in some ways. It is however an adventure that, we hope and pray, will have a
happy and positive outcome.

Wishing you every blessing for this Holy and Blessed Season.
Fr Peter Walker



Monday Mass

Monday 6"  December St James 7-00pm
Monday 13™ December Colonia Court 11-00am
Monday 20th December Cranmere Court 11-00am
Monday 27" December St James 9-30am
Monday 3™ January St James 9-30am
Monday 10th January NO Monday Mass
Monday 17" January Colonia Court 10-00am
Cranmere Court 11-00am
Monday 24" January 5 Hatcher Crescent 8-00pm
Monday 31* January St James 7-00pm

Mass of prayer and healing
The Mass on Wednesday 22" December at 7-00pm, will be a Mass of
prayer, the laying on of hands and anointing of the sick.

Holy Days during the Christmas Octave
During the Christmas Octave the Mass will be celebrated at the
following times, which may be different to usual:

Monday 27" December St John the Evangelist
St James 9-30am
Tuesday 28" December The Holy Innocents martyrs
The St Paul Centre 10-00am
Wednesday 29th December St Thomas of Canterbury
St James 9-30am
Thursday 30" December Feria of the Christmas Octave
St James 9-30am

Friday 31° December Feria of the Christmas Octave
St James 9-30am

Saturday 1% January Mary the Mother of God
StJames 9-30am

Monday 3™ January Feria of Christmas

St James 9-30am
Mass on January 1% will be followed by sherry and mince pies at the
Rectory to celebrate the day and the New Year, everyone welcome.
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Confession before Christmas
Fr Peter or Fr Alan will be available in church at the following times for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday 18" December  12-00noon  Fr Alan

5-30pm Fr Peter
Monday 20" December 5-30pm Fr Peter
Thursday 23" December 5-30pm Fr Peter

Friday 24" December 12-00noon Fr Peter
Or at any other time by appointment with Fr Peter or Fr Alan.

Saints’ Days

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Wednesday 8th December

Mass 7-00pm St James

The Epiphany of the Lord

Thursday 6" January

Mass 12-30pm St James

Sung Mass 7-30pm St James.

7-30 Sung Mass to be followed by a Bring and Share Party. Please come
and worship God on this important day and stay to enjoy the party
afterwards too.

The Conversion of St Paul

Tuesday 25th January

Mass 10-00am The St Paul Centre

From the Parish Registers

Holy Marriage

1°* November 2010

Hans Herbert Franz Ohmke & Mails Cilla Mangwi Taku

5" November 2010

James Peter Kirk & Deborah Mhairi Innes

Funeral Service

Friday 12" November 2010.

Pansy Pauline Drake, aged 78 years. Followed by interment.
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St James’ Messy Church

The next Messy Church will be held in St James’ School on Wednesday
1** December at 2-30pm. This is an outreach activity for our church to
young families, who may not come to St James Church very often, if at
all. There is a time of activity for the children, often rather messy,
making things etc., hence the name Messy Church. This is followed by
short and informal act of worship, a story from the Bible, a song and a
prayer. The afternoon finishes with wonderful refreshments, all in time
to collect older children from school at the end of the day. Please pass
this news on to anyone who you think might be interested. It is aimed
at pre-school age children and their parents or carers.

Just 10

The Just 10 course of bible study around the Ten Commandments
continues in December on Wednesday 1% December and concludes on
Wednesday 8™ December. We begin in St James with Mass and then
adjourn to the Rectory for a warming cup of coffee and the study and
discussion session. Please do join us if you would like to.

St James’ School Carol Service
On Monday 13" December in
St James’ Church at 7-00pm.

Everyone welcome.

Christmas Clean

Our Church always looks well cared for and this is down to the hard
work of a few people. Cleaning is one of those things that people only
really notice when it is left undone! To get us spruced up for Christmas
there will be a working party on Saturday 18" December beginning at
9-30am. The Mass is at 9-00 so why not come along and worship before
you help clean. There will also be coffee and mince pies during the
morning. Please help if you can. Men, women, children are all welcome
and there is always plenty to do so why not join us? Fr Peter
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Christmas Decorations in Church

St James will be decorated for Christmas from Monday 21% December
Everyone welcome to join the team to decorate the church or arrange
flowers. Please see Diana Irven for exact times and arrangements.

Many people like to contribute towards the cost of Christmas Flowers; a
collection jar will be available at the back of St James for any donations
people might like to make.

Christingles will be prepared on Friday 24™ December at 9-30am. Help
will be needed and everyone will be welcome so please come along.
Morning Mass on Christmas Eve at 9-00am, so we can all start day with
prayer.

Tree of Light.

Dedication forms for the Tree of Light can be found in church. Lights
can be sponsored in memory of a loved one, an anniversary or a
thanksgiving to God for the many blessings He gives us. Please hand
your completed form to Sheila or Caroline.

Carol Singing

There will be a group of singers going out to sing Christmas carols in the
parish on Monday 20™ December. If anyone would like to join them
they would be most welcome. The proceeds from the evening will be
sent to the Children’s Society. The evening begins at St James’ Church
at 6-30pm and will conclude with some seasonal refreshments at the
Rectory. Do come, sing and have a good and seasonal time.

Outreach Carol Service

Last year, as a new venture, there was a lunch-time carol service aimed
primarily at those who work in the Parish. This went well and so we are
having another one this year, which will take place on Wednesday 22
December at 12-30pm. Although it is for local workers everyone is very
welcome to come along, you may know someone to invite or to bring
along with you.

Some help on the day will be appreciated as we hope to offer tea or
coffee and mince pies. Offers of mince pies to Fr Peter please.

We often wonder how we might engage in outreach and mission and
this is one very real way we can.



Bishop Stephen's Christmas Message 2010

| can always remember being rather shocked to discover that St Stephen,
the first martyr of the church, is commemorated on Boxing Day.
Remembering such a cruel and vicious death seemed an inappropriate
intrusion into the joy of Christmas. Why would the compilers of the church
calendar choose such a day?

As the years have gone by | have come to see their wisdom. The child who
is born in the manger at the Bethlehem is the one who will grow up to
challenge the false values of the world. He comes to bring peace; but his
peace is not the silence after the guns have finished firing, but true
reconciliation painfully embraced. This means confronting injustice and
repenting of those attitudes and actions which disfigure the world. Such a
demonstration of tenacious loving is bound to strike fear in the hearts of
those who have grown powerful by stirring up division. In fact the terrible
massacre of the innocents which follows the birth of Christ is the first sign
of the lengths that some will go to rid the world of love. The Holy Family
evades this first attempt on Christ's life. But on a hill outside Jerusalem
they finally catch up with him and hammer the last nails in the coffin of
love. But the death of Christ is not the end. The powers of evil spend
themselves, and Jesus goes on loving. Rising from the dead he offers the
world a new way, and all who follow him bear the same witness.

That is what the word martyr means — to witness. It is where following
Jesus leads. To witness to his peace is to witness against the fear and
division of the world. As your bishop, | am called to lead the church in such
a time where fear and division can sometimes seem to be winning the day.
But they cannot prevail. The death of Christ is a sign of God's victory over
evil. His resurrection is a sign of the hope God has won for us. His birth is a
sigh of God's involvement with the affairs of the word. His name is
Emmanuel- God with us. It is this we celebrate — the birth of Christ and the
implications of that birth for our world and for ourselves, wherever it leads
us.

+Stephen
Bishop of Chelmsford



House Mass

The January House Mass will take place on Monday 24" January
8-00pm at 5 Hatcher Crescent the home of the Noble family, everyone
welcome.

If you could host a House Mass for next year, all that is needed is some
space, a small table and a home in the parish, or some neighbouring
parishes, is always an advantage. If you can help with this please add
your name to the list at the back of St James.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins on Tuesday 18" January.
The usual pulpit exchange will take place on Sunday 23" January. The
Reverend Ken Forbes, of Lion Walk United Reformed Church, will
preach at St James and Fr Peter will preach at St James the Less Roman
Catholic Church, Priory Street. We look forward to welcoming him to St
James. The united service will be at St Botolph’s Church at 6-30pm on
that Sunday. No Sunday evening service in St James that day.

The St Paul Centre

It is hoped that we have sold the St Paul Centre and so may shortly be
in the process of moving out. The money made from the sale cannot be
used for general purposes although the PCC may freely use the interest.
With the permission of the Charity Commission and the Diocesan Board
of Finance we may be able to use some or all of the capital for a similar
purpose to that which the St Paul Centre once fulfilled. With that in
mind the PCC feels it would be good to improve our facilities on St
James’ Site and so we will be exploring possibilities on that front this
year. Please let me know if you have any thoughts about how this might
be best achieved. This is an exciting project and one we will need to
carefully consider.

The Children’s Society Boxes

Collection boxes for the Children’s Society are now due to be emptied.
Please return them to Joyce and Ralph Mays or leave them in St James’
Church. If you would like a collection box, please speak with Ralph or
Joyce or Fr Peter.



Family Crisis Support

Many of your will remember | asked earlier in the year for support for a
family who were very much in need of some help from us as a Christian
family. Many thanks to those of you who have been in a position to
offer help; it has been very much appreciated. This need still is there
and with Christmas coming perhaps our thoughts may once again turn
to this young family, a mother on her own with three children six and
under. The list of things needed is still in the box at the back of St James
and some people have been able to make a small and some not so
small financial contribution, which | have managed on behalf of us all.
Please, if you can, think about this family at this time of year. When
there is so much going on, it would be a gesture very much in keeping
with the season.

| commend this to your thoughts and prayers. Fr Peter.

Advent Prayer Guide

For Advent there will be the usual small prayer guide, please look out
for yours, as this is an important but manageable extra discipline for us
as we prepare for Christmas. Many people have found these to be very
helpful and they are reasonably priced at £1-00.

Gift Day

There was another wonderfully generous response to this year’s Day of
Prayer and Giving. To date, a total of £ 2366 was given and much of this
was given under Gift Aid, which will be claimed and added making a
grand total of around it £3000. Many thanks to you all, Fr Peter.

At Home!

Next Spring and summer, following the great success of the At Homes of
recent years we hope to have another series of At Homes, where
people open their home or garden for a few hours and offer coffee or
tea to friends, neighbours and relatives. They might sell some cakes,
have a raffle, sell bric-a-brac or produce some plants to sell. They might
have another interest to bring people in. We would be looking for
several offers to host an At Home for the months of May, June, July,
August and September, to support general church funds.

If you could be part of this, please speak with Fr Peter soon.
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Bishop Stephen Cottrell

Bishop Stephen Cottrell will be installed and enthroned as the tenth
Bishop of Chelmsford on Saturday 27™ November. From this time he
will become the Bishop of this Diocese and assume full responsibility for
the churches within it. He shares this responsibility with Bishop Keith
and soon Bishop Lindsay and, of course, Christopher, Bishop of
Colchester.

There are to be two services of welcome for him, which some of you
make like to attend. The first an area welcome and will take place on
Thursday 9™ December at Coggeshall Parish Church, beginning with
refreshments and an informal chance to meet at 7-00pm and a service
at 8-00pm. The second is a Colchester Deanery service of welcome,
which will be held at St Botolph’s Church on 21* March 2011 following
the same pattern as Coggeshall, 7 and then 8 pm.

Everyone is welcome to these services of welcome so do go along if you
wish and there may be some transport available, so speak with Fr Peter.

Bishop Keith

You will read on the following page Bishop Keith’s letter to us his
people as he prepares to move on in his own spiritual pilgrimage.
Needless to say we will be disappointed to see him go but he and Gill
go with our love, thanks and prayers.

| understand The Archbishop of Canterbury intends to replace Bishop
Keith as soon as possible and until that happens Bishop Lindsay Urwin,
currently the Administrator of the Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham,
will care for us on a Sacramental and Pastoral level. If any of your have
any concerns on this front please do speak with me. Fr Peter
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THE BISHOP OF RICHBOROUGH
The Right Revd Keith Newton

PASTORAL LETTER NOVEMBER 2010

9™ November 2010
To priests and people in the Richborough Area

RESIGNATION

| imagine most of you will already know that | have resigned as Bishop of
Richborough as from 31% December and will not be conducting any public
episcopal services between now and then. | will, in due course, be
received into full communion with the Catholic Church and join the
Ordinariate when one is erected in England, which | hope will happen early
next year. This has been a very difficult decision and has not been taken
without much thought and prayer over the last year. For more than 8
years | have enjoyed being Bishop of Richborough; | have particularly
valued the many visits to parishes for confirmations and other occasions. |
am more grateful than | can say for the warmth, friendship and support |
have experienced from so many priests and faithful lay people. | did not
deserve it but | thank God for all | have received from you.

| am sure it will be said that | am leaving because of the issue of the
ordination of women to the episcopate. While it is true that this has been
an important factor in my thinking it is not the most significant factor. The
publication of the Apostolic Constitution, Anglicanorum Coetibus, just one
year ago, came as a surprise and has completely changed the landscape for
Anglo Catholics. Since the inception of the ARCIC process, set up by Pope
Paul VI and Archbishop Michael Ramsey in the 1960s, most of us have
longed and prayed for corporate union with the Catholic Church; union
which in our own time has seemed less likely because of the new
difficulties concerning the ordination of women and other doctrinal and
moral issues affecting the Anglican Communion.

Although we must still pray for sacramental and ecclesial unity between
our Churches that now seems a much more distant hope. The creation of
Personal Ordinariates within the Catholic Church provides an opportunity
for visible unity between Anglicans and the Catholic Church now, while still
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being able to retain what is best in our own tradition which will enrich the
Universal Church. This is a hope which has been expressed many times by
Forward in Faith and many others within the catholic tradition of the
Church of England So | hope you will understand that | am not taking this
step in faith for negative reasons about problems in the Church of England
but for positive reasons in response to our Lord’s prayer the night before
he died the ‘they may all be one.’

Some of you, of course, will be thinking that | am leaving just at the time
when episcopal leadership for our parishes is vital. | have great sympathy
with this view but there are a number of ways of understanding leadership.
Some may think the leader should stay to the bitter end like the captain of
a sinking ship, but the example in scripture is that of the shepherd and
every instructed Christian knows the eastern shepherd leads from the front
rather than following the flock from behind. This is what | hope | am doing.
| am leading the way and | hope and pray that many of you will follow me
in the months and the years ahead.

However, | know many of you will wish to remain in the Church of England
if that is at all possible and for some they will do so whatever provision
General Synod eventually adopts. For those | could not continue to be
your bishop with any integrity. My pilgrimage is now leading me in a
different direction and | can no longer provide the episcopal leadership you
need and deserve. You need a new Bishop of Richborough who has the
same vision as you have and one for whom a solution in the Church of
England is a priority. My priority is union with the Universal Church.

For those whom | have let down and disappointed, | ask your forgiveness. |
am only to well ware of my own failings and inadequacies but | have tried,
though often failed, to be a loving and faithful bishop for you. | hope you
will continue to pray for Gill and me as we take this significant step in our
own Christian pilgrimage, as we will continue to pray for all of you.

May God bless you now and always
Yours in our Blessed Lord,
+ Keith

Bishop of Richborough
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Thai 1 Restaurant Wednesday5th January 2011

Following the very enjoyable and successful evenings of the past,
another evening has been organised at the Thai 1 restaurant on East
Hill. Mass at 7-00pm and then we can move over to the restaurant for
our meal. As before, the cost for two courses will be £15-00 and the bar
will be open for anyone who would like to make use of it.

A list will be displayed in St James, please add your name if you wish to
join us, everyone welcome. The evening will be in aid of Church funds.

SCHOOL OF PRAYER — SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER 2010 - The Diocesan
School of Prayer will take place on Saturday 4 December at St John’s
Church, Moulsham Street, Chelmsford. It begins at 10.30am and
finishes at 3.30pm. The speaker will be The Ven. Michael Fox, known to
many of you as he was a former Rector of St James. Fr Michael’s theme
will be “Whole Body Prayer’. The cost of the day is £3.50 which includes
tea/coffee but please bring your own lunch. There will be the
opportunity to go to Choral Evensong at the Cathedral at 5.15pm for
those able to stay. If you would like to go for the day, please have a
word with me. Pat French

AN ORTHODOX ON THE ISIS — is the title of a talk to be given by Father
Alexander Haig, Parish Priest of St Helen’s Orthodox Parish in

St Helen’s Lane, (off Maidenburgh Street). This will be on Tuesday

7 December at 7.30pm. These talks are most interesting and everyone
is welcome. Fr Haigis a member of the International Anglican Orthodox
Dialogue. Pat French

THE ANNUAL DAY OF PRAYER at St Margaret’s Church, Westminster is
on Saturday 29 January 2011. The day will be led by The Rt Rev
Kenneth Stevenson, former Bishop of Portsmouth, speaking on the
theme of ‘Transfiguration’. Several of us have been inspired by these
days for the past few years — a good way to begin the New Year! We
travel as a group using a mix of Group Save tickets, Rail and Bus passes.
The journey is easy, with a very interesting bus ride through the City of
London to Westminster. The day concludes in Westminster Abbey, with
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Choral Evensong sung by the full choir. Do come and join us - | will put
up a list for names nearer the time. Pat French

Best wishes to Christine Fryer, who will be leaving on 15 December for
a 3 month’s visit to relations in Australia. Enjoy the sunshine and
warmth, Christine! We look forward to seeing you back with us, at the
beginning of March 2011.

Pat French

A Hebrew Glossary for Advent Hymns

The following Hebrew words and names are commonly found in Advent
hymns and these translations and explanations may be of particular
interest to those attending an Alpha course or recently confirmed.

Adonailord; as an act of reverence this title came to be used in place of
the divine name Yahweh; ever-existing God. When used for this
purpose it is often written in capital letters, LORD.

Alleluya Praise the LORD; Ya is a shortened form of the divine name.
Amen So be it.

Bethlehem Principal city of the tribe of Judah, six miles south of
Jerusalem; birthplace of David and Jesus.

Cherubim Probably sphinx; originally the throne of the LORD while on
earth; later heavenly beings.

David Israelite king of a Palestinian empire about 1000 BC. From his
dynasty the Messiah was expected. The new testament opens with
genealogy revealing that Jesus was descended from both David and
Abraham.

Emmanuel God is with us and will save us; a refrain adopted by Isaiah
asaname. It was introduced into the gospel narrative when Matthew
created the name as a confirmation of what an angel of the Lord
spoke to Joseph  in a dream in the account of the birth of the Messiah
(Matthew 1 18-25)

Gabriel The LORD's senior angel and messenger.

Hosanna A cry to a king meaning 'pray save us'; later a general
acclamation.
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Israel In its widest sense, the LORD's people; more specifically the
Northern tribal kingdom.

Jesus Saviour.

Jerusalem Jebusite city state taken by David as capital of his empire;
later capital of Judah then Judea.

Jesse Father of David, from Bethlehem in Judah.

Messiah Awaited priestly or civil leader to be chosen and supported by
the Lord God. The name is derived from the verb 'to anoint' which was
the lIsraelite method of appointing both kings and priests. The table of
descent with which the new testament opens names Jesus as Messiah.
'Christ' is the Greek translation of Messiah.

Satan Advocate of the heavenly court; later a demonic leader of the
fallen angels.

Seraphim Either an order of angels or protecting fiery dragons,
depending on context.

Sinai Mountain where the LORD presented Moses with the inscribed
law tablets.

Zion Hill sanctuary of Jerusalem and site of Solomon's and later
temple.

theCOMputershop

01206 576043 01206 570003

W P.C and Laptop Fixed Fee Repairs
% New and Used Laptop Sales

% New and Used P.C Sales

% P.C and Laptop Upgrades

% Data Recovery

% Virus Removal

% Business Support

% Home Visits

We Are Here To Help!

49a Crouch St Colchester Essex CO3 3EN
www.tcs2000.co.uk info@tcs2000.co.uk
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Christmas Walk to D’Feet MND

A lovely circular walk via Flatford of about 3 miles.
Meet at Dedham Royal Square on Tuesday 28th
December at 11.00am.

Donations on the day. Please join us for mince pies
and mulled wine after the walk
in the Royal Square.

mnca

association mndassociation.org
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W.H. Shephard

93-94 HIGH STREET

Colchester’s Longest
Established Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest Floral Tributes
Prepayment Plans Masonry Services for
(written details on request) Memorials
24 Hr Attention

Please telephone for
personal & efficient service

Phone 01206 572305

RM (BOB) TOKLEY

Gas Service Engineer
Gas Safe Registered

44 years experience
Ex British Gas

Installation, Servicing & Repairs
to all types of Gas Appliances
General Plumbing

Phone 01206 866033
Mobile 07710293997
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School News
www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk

COUNTDOWN TO
CHRISTMAS

We shall be starting our
countdown to Christma s on
Friday 26 ™ November with

our 6Bl essing of
Eucharist in  school at
9.00am. This year we shall

have a crib scene that is

very different to our usual one. Do come in and have a look!
Donét forget to come to our GChri
starting at 3.15pm.

ALL ABOARD THE SAI NT JAMESGO I

Many of you will know that our main school corridor is very

long and very narrow. At one end of the corridor we have an
oUnder t he Sead t heme and at t
wonderful large map of the world. We did have a rather
uninspiring notice board in the middle section, but now have a
fantastic train with carriages and smoke clouds as our
innovative notice -board. This new way of displaying makes you

want to stop and read the notices.

TALK LIKE AN EGYPTIAN!

In early November, pupils in classes 6.7.8.9 and 10 enjoyed a
taste of ancient Egyptian life when they were immersed in the
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art, geography, drama and diet of that ancient country. Some
very high quality work was produced by the children a nd it was
pleasing to receive a text from a parent who said that her
child commented that it was the best day that they had ever
had in school. Examples of the lovely work produced can be
seen in the school hall.

MUSIC MATTERS

We are starting to introduc e percussion instruments at some
of our worship sessions and this is proving to be very popular
with the pupils. Thank you to Mrs Usher for helping to
organise this.

AND FINALLY.....,
The 3 stages of man:

He believes in Santa Claus.
He doesn't believe in Santa Claus.
He is Santa Claus!

Husband:

A man who buys his football tickets four months in advance
and waits until December 24 to do his Christmas shopping!

Jeff Graham, Head -teacher
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Read The Christmas

story in
‘_ z Luke 2:1-20.

There were shepherds that night
in the fields taking care of their
sheep. An angel of the Lord
appeared and said
" Don’t be afraid, | am here with
good news of great joy that
will be for all people. Today a
saviour has been born to you,

a He is Christ the Lord”.

from Luke 2:11-12.

\ glue

/

To make this Christmas decoration:

cone shape ‘&

- Tie a Iength of %
ribbon through

7 each ®

» Fill with sweets
and hang on
the tree!

+ Carefully cut out around the edge then
colour in « Curl around and glue into a

MERRY CHRISTMAS

from all over the world!

2> JovEUX NOEL
§ (French)
aLe GOD JUL

(swedish) Q
BOUN NATALE
( Italian)

FELIZ NAVIDAD
¢ (Spanish) &
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MASON & SON LTD

Television, Video, & DVD Sales,
Repairs & Rentals

Aerials, Satellite, Freeview

Dyson Sales & Repairs

47 East Hill COLCHESTER CO1 2QY

01206 867180

e R

sine
red Tax Adviser

Richard Francis BA, FCA

82 East Hill Tel: 01206 867551
Colchester Fax: 01206 865976
Essex Email: info@Ilbgroupltd.com
COI1 2QW .
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Lamentation (Psalm 25)

So far these articles on the background of the psalter, told partly by the
psalms themselves, have covered the years when the Israelites were
ruled by lawyers, then kings. In the final set, control moves to the great
world powers. The historical progression recommences in Palestine
before next month joining those in exile.

‘Turn to me and show me favour
For | am lonely and oppressed
Relieve the sorrow of my heart
And bring me out of my distress.'

This heartfelt plea is taken from psalm 25 which was originally written
as a personal lament but, as an added line at the end shows, was
brought into public use by the simple expedient of assuming that the
sufferer was the nation personified.

'O God redeem lIsrael from all his sorrows'

Rarely throughout the chosen people's turbulent history can there have
been a greater need for the support and comfort offered by the
beautiful laments with which the psalter abounds. The cost of
successive bids for independence and attempted avoidance of
Babylonian taxes had proved extreme. Homes lay in rubble with
possessions, crops and livestock ruthlessly plundered; relatives and
friends had been killed or exiled and among the debris of the temple
lay the ashes of the Ark. Yet in spite of the price paid nothing had been
gained. A Babylonian governor still ruled, his troops patrolling the hills
as long ago had the Philistines. Centuries later the author of the book
of Chronicles, lacking documentary information, thought that for
seventy years the land lay barren and depopulated, everyone having
been either killed or exiled, but even in Jerusalem which had taken the
brunt of the carnage many families survived and moved to join those
living in nearby villages. A bitter struggle for survival was to be their lot
lasting well into those seventy lost years, a dreary time during which
the people lamented their losses and misery.
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Yet this particular psalm was not singled out solely to accompany their
tears. Within its lines were to be found a message of hope to which an
eager faith could respond; a possibility of forgiveness for the evils of
that way of life which had brought down God's wrath.

'Do not remember the sins and offences of my youth

But remember me in thy unfailing love.'

Of equal and perhaps even more notable significance was an insight
that as a consequence of His merciful nature God could not only forgive
but would also show how such offences and their inevitable result need
not recur.

'The Lord is good and upright

Therefore he teaches sinners the way they should go'.

The commencement of the journey from the religion of the Ark to that
of Judaism when seen in retrospect has a seeming inevitability. In the
absence of an Israelite king and with the former tribal structure fallen
into abeyance during the long years of monarchy, a situation
exacerbated by the deportation of many leaders, the high priest
became the people's senior representative and pastor. Although still
subject to superpower control as indeed it had been under the later
kings the community suddenly changed from a monarchy to, in a large
extent, a theocrasy.

Worship was continued according to the reformed laws. As these only
allowed sacrifices to be performed in Jerusalem a space was cleared
among the ruins of the former temple and a simple altar erected. Each
year as the stage of fighting for survival moved on to that of eking out a
bare existence, a memorial service was held on this site at which the
five poems, known to us as the book of Lamentations, were recited.
Chapters 2 and 5 in particular look back with eye witness clarity to the
sieges and desolation. While these moving verses may have helped
reconcile listeners to their fate, it was in psalm 25 that they looked to
the future and sang with an unquenched trust:

'If there is any man who fears the Lord

He shall be shown the path he should choose.'

John Thompson
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Christmas: Where did Christmas trees come from?

There are two early stories that mention fir trees. The first involves St
Boniface, who went to Germany in the 8th century as a missionary and
found people sacrificing a child to their god under an oak tree. Boniface
was appalled, and rescued the child. He then chopped down the oak
tree and found a tiny fir tree growing nearby. He gave this to the people
and said: “This is a symbol of life. Whenever you look at this tree,
remember the Christ-child who is the one who will give you life,
because he gave his life for you.”

The second early fir tree story involves Martin Luther in the 16th
century. It is said that one year he decided to drag a fir tree into his
home and to decorate it with candles. He used it as a visual aid, telling
people that the candles symbolised Jesus as the light of the world, and
the evergreen tree symbolised the eternal life that Jesus gives to us.
Many of the people who followed Luther were struck by the idea, and
took up the custom.

Where did Christmas stockings come from?

No one is really sure, but a story is told of St Nicholas, a bishop who
lived in the 4th century, who may have started the custom by accident.
St Nicholas was of a wealthy family, and of a generous heart. As
Christmas approached one year, he wanted to help a poor family whom
he knew, but he did not want them to know it was him. So he climbed
up on their roof on Christmas Eve and dropped some coins down the
chimney.

The next morning the coins, to the great surprise of the family, were
found in the stockings of the ladies, who had hung them to dry by the
fire the night before. Every year after that they put their stockings out,
in the hope that some more money would fall into them. They told the
story of this amazing appearance to their friends and neighbours; and
the custom caught on.
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E F DENNY Ltd

Joiners & Decorators

Plumbing & Heating Engineers

Specialists in
all kinds of repairs

Interior Decorations

General Painting & Repairs

287 Ipswich Road Colchester CO4 4HW
Telephone (01206) 211488

&

HUNNABALL FUNERAL SERVICES

Family Funeral Directors
York House, 41 Mersea Road, Colchester CO2 7QT

We are an Established Family Firm Dedicated o
Upholding the Traditional Values of Respect and
Dignity and Providing the Best Care

Burials - Cremations - Woodland Burials - DSS Funerals
Senior Citizen Discount - Memorials - Floristry
After Care Service - Pre-Payment Funeral Plans

For Immediate, Personal Attention Please Telephone:

01206 760049 (24hrs)
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Bishop Stephen's New Year Message 2011

Before we leave Christmas completely behind us for another year let us
have one last look at the wise men. They are an interesting bunch. And
anyway they probably arrived at Bethlehem a long time after Jesus' actual
birth.

They follow a star. It leads them into unknown territory. They abandon
their own judgement and let the star lead the way. But as they get closer to
where the star is leading they start trusting their own judgement more.
Believing that the star signifies the birth of a king they rely on human
wisdom and go to a palace where they might understandably expect a king
to be born. But they are mistaken. By choosing their own destination they
end up in the wrong place. The star has settled over a cow shed in
Bethlehem, and a very different sort of king awaits them.

Other stars are arising to guide us in Essex and East London today. Despite
the gloomy state of the world, cuts for Christmas and more cuts for the
New Year, the perils of climate change, warfare, instability and violence
there are bright lights shining that tell us it is possible to live differently and
to find a different future. But this will means change, and it will mean
travelling to destinations that we wouldn't necessarily choose ourselves.
But in Jesus the world is shown a way to live in peace with each other and
with the whole of creation. It only takes one visit to have the course of
your life changed, but | recommend regular exposure. Then the light will
shine out for all the world to see.

The wise men learnt not to rely on their own wisdom so much. This is a
lesson we could all usefully learn. Anyone for star gazing?

+Stephen
Bishop of Chelmsford

27



Mass and Prayer Intention foDecember

1 Wed World Aids Day

2 Thu The Chil drent
3 Fri Local Shop Workers

4 Sat The Soup Run

5 SUN Church and Parish

6 Mon The PCC

7 Tue St Jamesod Sct
8 Wed Thanksgiving

9 Thu The Bishop of Chelmsford
10 Fri Faithful Departed

11 Sat Farmers

12 SUN Church and Parish

13 Mon St James6 Scft
14 Tue The Unemployed

15 Wed North Primary School

16 Thu Advent

17 Fri University of Essex

18 Sat Emergency Workers

19 SUN Church and Parish

20 Mon Our Families and Friends
21 Tue Outreach

22 Wed Healing

23Thu Emergency Workers

24 Fri Spiritual Preparation

25 Sat Thanksgiving

26 SUN Church and Parish

27 Mon Thanksgiving

28 Tue Victims of Abortion

29 Wed Parish Priests

30 Thu Thanksgiving

31Fri Thanksgiving
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Mass and Prayer Intention fodanuary

Sat
SUN
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
SUN
10 Mon
11 Tue
12 Wed
13Thu
14 Fri
15 Sat
16 SUN
17 Mon
18 Tue
19 Wed
20Thu
21 Fri
22 Sat
23 SUN
24 Mon
25Tue
26 Wed
27 Thu
28 Fri
29 Sat
30SUN
31 Mon

© 0N O~ WDN B

29

Thanksgiving

Church and Parish

Local Hospitals

The St Paul Centre
Colchester Street Pastors
Thanksgiving

St James Child Contact Centre
Walsingham

Church and Parish

Our Archdeacon

St Helena Hospice

Relate

Bob Russell MP

Baptism Candidates

St Jamesd Res
Church and Parish

Prayer Wk for Christian Unity
The Salvation Army

The Roman Catholic Church
The Orthodox Church

The Methodist Church

The Baptist Church

Church and Parish

United Reformed Church
Thanksgiving

Our Bishops

Colchester Night Shelter
Teachers of the Faith

The Homeless

Church and Parish

Beacon House



DIARY FOR DECEMBER

Wed
Thurs
Fri
Sat
SUN

G~ wWDNPF

Mon

Tues

Wed Imm. Conc. BVM
Thurs

10 Fri

11 Sat

12 SUN

© o0o~NO®

13 Mon

14 Tues
15 Wed
16 Thurs
17 Fri
18 Sat
19 SUN

20 Mon

21 Tues
22 Wed

23 Thurs
24 Fri

25 Sat

26 SUN

27 Mon St John

28 Tues Holy Innocents
29 Wed St Thomas

30 Thurs Feria X 8

31 Fri Feria X 8

1900
1230
9-00
9-00
800
1600
1830
1900
1600
1300
1230
9-00
9-00
8-00
1600
1830
1100
1900
1600
1900
1230
9-00
9-00
800
1600
1830
1100
1900
1600
1900
1230
9-00
1630
1345
8-00
1600
8-00
1600

9-30
1600
9-30
9-30
9-30

30

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

St James
St James
School

St James

St James
St Paul
St James
St James
School
St James

Colonia Crt

School Carol ServiceSt James

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

Mass

Mass

Healing Mass
Mass

Mass
Christingle
Midnight Mass
Mass

Parish Mass
Mass

Sung Mass
No Evening Prayer
Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

St Paul
St James
St James
School
St James

Cranmere Crt
St James

St Paul

St James

St James

St James

St James

St James

St James

St James

St James
St Paul

St James
St James
St James



DIARY FOR JANUARY

1 Sat
SUN

Mary

N

Mon Feria X 8
Tues
Wed
Thurs Epiphany

o0k Ww

Fri
Sat
SUN

© 00 N

10 Mon
11 Tues
12 Wed
13 Thurs
14 Fri
15 Sat
16 SUN

17 Mon

18 Tues
19 Wed
20 Thurs
21 Fri
22 Sat
23 SUN

24 Mon

25 Tues Conversion St Paul
26 Wed

27 Thurs

28 Fri

29 Sat

30 SUN

31 Mon

9-30

8-00
1600
1830
9-30

1600
1900
1230
1930
9-00
9-00
8-00
1600
1830

1600
1900
1230
9-00
9-00
8-00
1600
1830
1600
1100
1600
1900
1230
9-00
9-00
8-00
1600
1830
20-00
1600
1900
1230
915
9-00
8-00
1600
1830
1900

31

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
No Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

Mass

Mass

Mass

School Mass
Mass

Mass

Sung Mass
Evening Prayer
Mass

St James

St James
St Paul

St James
St James
St James
School

St James

St Paul
St James
St James
School
St James

Colonia Crt
Cranmere Crt
St Paul

St James

St James
School
StJames

5 Hatcher Cresc
St Paul

St James

St James

St James

St James

St James



Churchwardens of the Parish

Mr Paul Bareham 01206 210270
90 London Road
Copford CO6 1BJ

Mrs Janet Walker 01206 790448
38 Gladstone Road
Colchester CO1 2EA

Parochial Church Council Officers

Secretary Mrs Pamela Lee 01206 573491
Hillside 4 Acland Avenue
Colchester CO3 3RS

Treasurer Mr Michael Batten 01206792017
18 Hillskigh Mews
Colchester CO1 2QV

Electoral Roll Mrs Sheila Sansom 07905516502
Officer 14 Greyfriars Court

The Secret Garden

Castle Road

Colcheste€O1 1TL

Child Protection Mr Stephen Pawlak 01206 729810
Officer Millbank

16 High Street

Rowhedge

Colchester CO5 7HQ

Health & Safety Mrs Janet Walker 01206 790448

Officer 38 Gladstone Road
Colchester CO1 2EA
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St Jamesdé Church of Engl and Vol ui

Headteacher Mr Jeff Graham 01206 86574
Website http://www.st-jamescolchester.essex.sch.uk
Bible Reading Mrs Jarce Fielén 01206 574600
Fellowship

Chi | dSodetys 6 Mrs Joyce Mays 01206 841681

USPG Mrs Gill Scott 01206 867403

(Mampong Babies Home)

The Church Union Mrs Claire Epsom 01255 861202

(Local Contact)

Child Contact Centre

stjamesccc@googlemail.com 07855 752421
Sidesmen Mr Paul Bareham 01206 210270
Readers Mrs Janet Walker 01206 790448
Intercessions Fr Peter Walker 01206 866802
Stewardship Mrs Kate Thurston 01206 793243
Organist Mr Ashley Thompson 07968375566
& Choir Leader (Not available for church business on Mondays)
Sacristan Mr Brian Appleby 01206 852073
Team Mr Paul Bareham 01206 210270

Mr Stephen Pawlak 01206 729810
Chi | dbr en & su Mrg Diana lven 01206 386393
& Flowers

Magazine Editor Mrs Lucy Mason 01206 386766

St Panutteds ®eBrian Appleby 01206 852073
Manager & Bookings
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mailto:stjamesccc@googlemail.com

Rector Fr Peter Walker SSC
Non Residentiary Canon of Chelmsford Cathedral
Assistant Rural Dean of Colchester
Surrogate for Marriage Licences.
The Rectory 012® 866802
76 East Hill 0786772231
Colchester CO1 2QW 01206 799444 (fax)
fatherpeter@walkerssc.freeserve.co.uk
Fr Peter and Caroline are always happy to welcome parishioners to the Rectory

Hon Asst. Priest Fr Alan Cross SSC 01206 790984
Canonds Retreat
11Grayling Drive
Colchester
CO4 3EN

Services atSt James the Great, East Hill

Sundays Morning Prayer  07:25
Said Mass 08:00
Sung Mass 10:00
Evenng Worship 18:30
Weekdays Morning Prayer  07:45
Evening Prayer  18:00
Monday Mass see pagé
Wednesday Mass 19:00
Thursday Mass 12:30
Friday Mass in School  09:00
Saturday Mass 09:00

Festivals and S&hatgsee monthly calendar

ServicesatT he St Pawul 6s Centr e, Bel |l e Vue
Tuesday Mass 10:00

Confession By appointment with the clergy

Holy Baptism By arrangement after preparation

Ministry to Names of the Sick to the clergy, the Blessed

the Sick Sacrament is reserved for the communion of the Sick,

and tte Oil of the Sick for Anointing
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

To
All our Readers

2011

I would [ike to remind readers that copy is requested by the

15% of each month for inclusion in the following month® magazine.
I would be grateful if this date could be adhered to for the sake

of myself and the printers. Many thanks.
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