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Father Peter Writes 
 
His Grace, the Archbishop of Canterbury, got himself into rather a lot of 
hot water last month. For those who say the Church no longer has any 
relevance this was an interesting time, for suddenly it was the only thing 
the media and others were interested in. I wonder how many people 
actually read what he said ? When one did manage to track down the text 
of his lecture and read it, one found it to be a piece of serious theological 
and intellectual work, for a very specific audience, lawyers. It was the 
opening lecture of a series and was very balanced. Not very much of that 
came out in the press reporting.  
 
The press reported little of what the Archbishop said on the position of 
Christians when our faith conflicts with the Law of the Land. In 
situations such as adoption, when the Roman Catholic adoption agencies 
fell foul of new equal opportunity laws last year. Nor about his comments 
on the position of Christians with regard to abortion, where certain rights 
are enshrined. Nor did we hear much about his concerns over Sharia law 
and how varied the interpretation of that law can be in different parts of 
the world and how oppressive to some groups at times. That there is no 
one system of Sharia and how at times it is interpreted in ways that may 
even be seen by some to be contrary to the Qur'an. There is a warning 
here for us all not to be too quick to be judgmental and jump on 
bandwagons.  
 
Easter also reminds that we should not accept things at purely reported or 
face value. The Cross was a thing of shame, humiliation and pain. It was 
used as a form of death and punishment but also to bring fear and 
degradation to an oppressed people. We as Christians know that God 
turned around what seemed hopeless and beyond Him to be a thing of 
Redemption and Salvation for all. As we celebrate Easter together we 
must look to God and thank Him for everything the Cross brought to us 
and not just what the world thought it meant, for we Christians know 
better. 
 
Wishing you every blessing for this Holy season, 
 
Fr Peter Walker 
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Monday Masses 
 
3rd March    19:00   St James’  
 

10th March   11:00   Colonia Court  
                                  

17th March   12:00   Chrism Mass 
          Chelmsford Cathedral 
    19:30   St James’ 
          Mass & Stations    

 

24th March   09:30   St James’  
 
 

February Saints Days and Festivals 
 
Saturday 15th  March - St Joseph, Husband of the BVM 
Mass St James’ 9:00am 
 
Monday 31st March – The Annunciation of the Lord to the BVM 
Mass, The St Paul Centre 8:00pm 
 
Mothering Sunday 
 
Mothering Sunday Falls on Sunday 2nd March. At the 10-00am Mass 
which members of the St James’ School community will help us lead, 
there will be the usual Mothering Sunday ceremonies with candles and 
posies followed by seasonal refreshments. 
 
This is one of those Sundays to which one can easily invite a friend or 
relative who may not usually come to Church, so please consider who 
you might invite to join you in worship on this Sunday.  
 
 
Devotional talks on Galatians 
 

During the Wednesday 7pm Masses in Lent there will be a series of talks 
looking at the Letter of Paul to the Church in Galatia.  
Please bring a bible with you. 
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Stations of The Cross 
 

As is now our practice we are joining with our friends from St James the 
Less in Priory Street for Stations of the Cross this Lent.  
 
This year we are sharing venues. 

     
Friday 7th March      Priory Street 
 

Friday 14th March     East Hill 
  
Holy Rosary  
 

The Rosary will be prayed in the  
St Paul Centre on Monday 10th March  
beginning at 7-30pm. 
 

 
Mass of the Holy Chrism 
 
The Chrism Mass is the Mass in Holy Week where the priests gather 
around the Bishop to renew their priestly vows in the service of God. It is 
also the service at which the Holy Oils are blessed for use in the parishes 
throughout the year. 
 
Fr Peter and Fr John will be attending the Mass on Monday 17th March at 
12-00 noon. Some transport will be available if you would like to join 
them. This is a wonderful occasion and well worth the trip to Chelmsford 
Cathedral. Speak to Fr Peter or Fr John for more information or if you 
would like to come. One is permitted to receive the Sacrament at the 
Chrism Mass and the later Mass of the Day in St James 
 
Lent Preachers for March 
 
Lent 5   9th  March 
Canon Peter Hartley 
Diocesan Director of Education 
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Confession Times for Holy Week 
 
Monday   5-30pm  Fr Peter 
Tuesday   5-30pm  Fr John 
Thursday  5-30pm  Fr John 
Holy Saturday  5-00pm  Fr Peter 
 
Or at any other time by appointment with the priest concerned 
 
 
Parish Quiet Day 
 

On Saturday 15th March Fr John will lead a quiet day in order to prepare 
us for Holy Week and Easter. This will take place at St Barnabas’ 
Church, Old Heath. We will start with Mass at 10am and  finish with tea 
at 3.30pm. The day will include worship, prayer, silence, refreshments 
and some led devotions. Please add  your name to the poster at the back 
of church. 
 
Preparation for Easter 
 
St James will be prepared for Easter on Holy Saturday, 22nd March, 
beginning at 9-00am. Everyone is welcome to come along and help there 
will be many things to do from cleaning, to flower arranging and many 
other things too. If you can spare some time, please join us.  Fr Peter. 
 
Holy Week   
 
Monday  
 

12noon Chrism Mass Chelmsford Cathedral. 
 

7-30pm  Mass & Stations of the Cross. 
 
Tuesday 
 

7-30pm Mass & Stations of the Cross. 
 
Wednesday 
 

Mass & Stations of the Cross 7-30pm. 
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Maundy Thursday 
 

7-30pm Mass of the Last Supper. 
Watch at the Altar of Repose until Midnight  
 
 
Good Friday 
 

10-00am Stations of the Cross for Families 
 

12-00 noon Ecumenical Service outside Lion Walk Church 
 

1-00pm Devotion at the Foot of the Cross, led by Bishop Christopher 
Morgan, The Bishop of Colchester 
 

2-00pm The Liturgy of the Day 
 
 
Easter 
 
Holy Saturday 22nd  March  
 
7-30pm Easter Vigil and the 1st Mass of Easter.  

Followed by the Easter Bring and Share Party 
(one is permitted to receive the Blessed Sacrament at the 
Vigil Mass and one other Mass on Easter Day). 

 

Easter Day  
8-00am Mass 
10-00am Sung Mass with Procession and sermon. 
6-30pm Evening Prayer 
 

Holy Communion at Easter 
The Book of Common Prayer reminds us, “Every Confirmed member of 
the Church shall communicate at the least three times a year, of which 
Easter to be one”. 
 
 
 



7 

 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
 
The Annual Parochial Church Meetings will take place on Sunday 9th 
March and will begin after Choral Evensong at around 7-15pm.  
The meetings deal with the election and appointment of Churchwardens, 
PCC members and  Deanery Synod members. They also give an 
opportunity to consider the finances of the parish and the various reports 
from the year past. 
 
These meetings are very important in the life of the parish, please come if 
you can. 
 
Annual meeting packs will be available in church from Sunday 2nd 
March, one per family please. 
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The PCC 
 
Nomination forms for PCC members will be available in church from 
Tuesday 19th February, they must be completed, with the consent of the 
person nominated, and be returned to Pamela Lee by noon on Thursday 
6th March. This will allow Pamela time to prepare voting papers. PCC 
members must be 16 years of age or upwards, 18 for Deanery Synod 
members, be on the electoral roll and an actual communicant member of 
the Church of England. If you can tick all of these boxes, perhaps you 
might like to consider standing for election.    Fr Peter. 
 
Churchwardens 
 
Churchwardens are elected annually and may serve no more than six 
consecutive terms without a break in service. This means that Mary has 
come to the end of her term as Churchwarden. Paul has served now for 
two years so we are in a fortunate position of having experience and 
freshness in our cycle for the Churchwardens.  
Nominations for the position of Churchwarden must be with Fr Peter by 
noon on Thursday 6th March.  
 
Working Parties  
 
For the Saturdays of Lent there will be a working party in St James each 
week from after Mass at 9-30am until 11-00, finishing with coffee. There 
are always jobs to do, spring cleaning, high dusting; etc., so all help is 
gratefully received from ladies and from gentlemen. Perhaps this could 
be a part of your Lenten discipline.  
 
Easter Lilies & Flowers 
 
Some people do like to contribute to the cost of the Easter Flowers or 
dedicate a lily in memory for a loved one. A list will appear on the notice 
board in church for lily dedications. The collecting jar will be at the back 
of Church for general donations toward the extra expense of flowers at 
this time of year, with Easter being so early may be more than usual. 
Please see Diana Irven for more information. 
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Mothering Sunday Posies 
 
If you would like to help make up the Mothering Sunday Posies, the 
working party will meet on Saturday 1st March after the 9am Mass. 
Anyone who would like to come along to help will be more than 
welcome. 
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Heroes of the Anglo-Catholic Movement 
 
Fr Arthur Stanton SSC (1839–19131) 
 

Arthur Stanton was born in Stroud,                                                            
Gloucestershire, in1839. After                                                                          
preparatory school he went on to                                                                    
Rugby, where he remained 1854 to 1858.                                  
Then he went up to Trinity College,                                                                  
Oxford and was deeply influenced by                                                                    
the great leaders of the Catholic revival                                                                                              
in the Church of England. Upon receiving                                                                                                      
his degree, Stanton spent six months at                                                                                   
Cuddesdon Theological College under                                                                      
the saintly Edward King, and put in his vacations working at St. Alban's, 
Holborn. There eventually he accepted a title, being ordained deacon at 
Advent, 1862, and priest at Trinity, 1864: and there he remained for more 
than fifty years. 

There his talents and powers developed, ripened, bore great fruit, and 
mellowed with advancing age. He left his post only a few months at the 
end, with the intention of returning. Outwardly, it was an ordinary, 
unexciting and (in the worldly sense) undistinguished record.  

But Stanton was one of the most influential priests of his day. A man of 
private means, he supported himself financially, while living in modest 
rooms at the Clergy House, giving lavishly to the work of the Lord and to 
the poor. 

Holborn was a bad slum area famous for its poverty, drunkenness, vice, 
and a flourishing trade in child prostitutes. Mackonochie had begun his 
services in a room over a fish shop. By the time Stanton arrived the 
parish had moved to a cellar in Greville Street. The only light came 
through a grating in the pavement, the coal-hole was the vestry, and in 
this cellar Stanton preached his first sermon while passers by mocked 
him, shouting at him down the coal-shoot. 
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The passionate preaching of the Gospel, the building of the St Alban's 
church and the establishment of Catholic worship involved a struggle 
lasting many years - a struggle with disapproving authority, popular 
prejudice and violence.  

The Parish Priest, Father Mackonochie was plunged into litigation in 
defence of Catholic Faith and practice. This lasted fifteen years, and 
ended only with his resignation. Father Stanton in joining him and 
supporting him was one of the chief reasons for the victory which was 
ultimately secured, but in so doing he deliberately turned his back on all 
preferment and advancement in the Church of England.  

He did it, as he did all his work, without a regret. But reflecting on this 
period as an older man he would speak of the disillusionment which his 
young enthusiasm suffered, and while there was the inevitable 'breaking 
of dreams' which the visionary suffers when he comes in contact with 
human nature as it is, he was most hurt by the misunderstanding and lack 
of sympathy, to say nothing of official criticism and even censure, on the 
part of those who might have been expected to promote his work of 
evangelism and pastoral care.  

Father Stanton's preaching power appeared at once; from the first he was 
magnetic, at once he preached Jesus, and the people began to crowd. One 
of his publicity stunts when taking a mission was to stand at a street 
corner in a cassock and biretta, and toss his surplice into the air. If you 
saw a young man playing ball with a surplice you would feel obliged to 
investigate the matter; so did the crowd, and then Stanton would stand on 
a stool and preach Jesus to them. 

Indeed, Father Stanton, now widely regarded as one of the real heroes of 
Anglican history, always looked upon himself as an alien in the Church 
of England, and though his loyalty to his work and to his people never 
faltered, he saw himself as an Anglican by the 'accident' of baptism and 
ordination, in the English Church.  

He was, simply, a Gospel preaching Catholic; his religion was the faith of 
the undivided Church, centred on the Incarnation and the Atonement, and 
their ministry to the world today through the Sacraments, and especially 
the Mass and Penance. To this, and second only to it, was added a 
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profound belief in the Communion of Saints, and a deep devotion to Our 
Lady. During the years of persecution, Father Stanton's mother was 
deeply distressed that her son should be doing the kinds of things that 
attracted severe criticism in the media. She wrote, pleading with him to 
be less "extreme." Stanton's reply shows the depth of his convictions: 

"My dear Mother, I am a Catholic in heart, longings and hopes. 
Catholics believe, as they believe in their God, that Jesus Christ is 
present on His Altar in the Holy Sacrament. A Catholic priest believes 
that he holds between his hands the Blood of Life; as St. John says he 
handled the Word of Life with his hands. I hold the doctrine of the Real 
Presence dearer than life. As I hope for salvation I would rather be 
hacked to pieces than omit adoring my God in the Sacrament." 

Lest, however, the reader misunderstands the man, it is also important to 
point out that at the same time, Stanton wrote to his sister, "I go to 
Shepparton this week to preach for a dear old Evangelical Calvinist. I 
am sure we shall get on, as he loves Jesus." 

Father Stanton was one of a number of clergy in the second half of the 
nineteenth century whose resoluteness in preaching the Gospel and 
teaching the Catholic Faith got him into trouble with the bishops. So it 
happened that on most occasions when he was advertised to take 
Missions bishops refused him permission to preach in their dioceses.  

In 1875 Stanton realized that his ministry "out and about" was at an end. 
So, for the remaining thirty-eight years of his life, although he preached 
here and there for friends in the handful of dioceses where he had not 
been inhibited, he regarded his Anglican ministry as closed except at St. 
Alban's itself, and he was happy in his work God gave him to do. 

Father Stanton held together in himself movements and emphases that 
Christian history has often seen as contradictory, he was at the same time 
the passionate evangelist, the catholic priest, the teacher, the organizer of 
leagues and societies, the minister of the poor and needy in the slums 
around St Alban's, and the supporter of Christian Socialism, believing 
that the Gospel drives us to work for justice and peace.  
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This remarkable ministry continued until his death. People flocked from 
all over the world to hear him preach - not just at the beautiful liturgical 
services of St Alban's, but also at the famous Monday night Mission 
services, made up of hymns, extemporary prayer and an animated, 
powerful preaching of the Gospel that gripped the minds and hearts of all 
who came.  

Father Stanton has a connection with Colchester as well, as he preached 
his final sermon at St Leonard’s, Hythe Hill in November 1912, and this 
is commemorated in one of the windows in the church. Father Stanton 
died on Friday, March 28, 1913, in his seventy-fourth year. 'If he wills it, 
I am willing,' were his last recorded words, just before the end.  

 
Fund Raising 2008 
 
St James’ Summer Fair 
The first new style Summer Fair will be held in St James’ Church and 
Churchyard on Saturday 7th June 2008. With such a prominent position it 
is hoped there will be a lot of interest from those who are passing on their 
way into town. 
 
There will be things to do and buy, refreshments, cakes etc. and displays 
of interest as well. As this will be taking place in the church and 
churchyard, there will be no gambling, so no raffles, tombola etc. 
 
If you have any ideas or can offer help in any way please speak with Fr 
Peter. 
 
At Home  
 
There is to be a series of At Homes throughout the summer where 
various church members will open their homes and gardens for us to 
enjoy, often with a little extra as well ! 
 
Tickets, which will include tea, coffee and a cake or biscuit will be on 
sale at a cost of £ 2-50 per person. 
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Please add these dates to your diary now ! 
 
Saturday 10th May 2-30pm  
At Home with Joyce and Ralph Mays.  
Come and see the replica of St James crafted entirely from seashells. 
 
Sunday 13th July 3-30pm  
At Home with Sheila and Peter Sansom 
There will be a guided walk from St James’ Church to the Sansom’s At 
Home for a small extra charge. 
 
Friday 8th August 10-30am 
At Home with Liz and Graham West. 
Come and join the 8th of the 8th of the 8th celebrations ! 
 
Friday 5th September 2-30pm 
At Home with Diana and Peter Irven 
Home- Made jams on sale.  
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                    News from St James' School   
 
 
 
BEARING WITNESS - The school has ordered a new school sign, which 
will be very prominent to all people entering the Riverside Estate.  The 
sign will be in the school colours of Blue and Gold and will display a 
crucifix and shell.  We hope that it will be up by the end of March. 
 
SERVING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY - The school will be celebrating 
its sesquicentennial anniversary (150 years) year starting in the second 
half of the autumn term 2008 and ending in the summer term 2009.  If 
you have any memories, photographs, pictures of the life of our school 
we would be very grateful to receive them – we can scan items and return 
them.  Ideas to help celebrate the year would be most welcome.  We are 
trying to find out the actual day that our school opened 150 years ago.  If 
anyone could shed light on this date we would be very grateful. 
 
EXCITING NEWS! – I am pleased to announce that the school has 
ordered a flexible staging system, which will greatly enhance our ability 
to provide high quality productions.  My thanks go to ‘The Friends of 
Saint James' School’ for funding over half of this. 
 
THANK YOU! – We now have 3 parishoners who regularly help out in 
school on a weekly basis.  If you can spare a morning or afternoon on a 
regular basis, please do let us know.  All helpers in school must go 
through the C.R.B. clearance procedures. 
 
BUT WHAT DO WE CALL IT? – The school has a room between the 
Headteacher’s Office and The School Office.  Over half-term the room 
was expertly redecorated by Peter Cracknell, our Site Manager.  The 
vivid colour scheme was chosen by the Headteacher and it is now 
predicted that it will be known as ‘The Blue Room’. 
                        
THEME LUNCHES – Pupils enjoyed a ‘Shrove Tuesday’’ special lunch 
with pancakes for pudding and we are planning a ‘Lamb Meal’ to 
celebrate Easter. 
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CONTACT US! - Our Joke Page is proving popular with pupils in the 
school on our website. Why not surf our website and leave a message on 
our Guestbook Page?  We look forward to hearing from you!   
 
Our website address is www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk 
                              
Jeff Graham 
Headteacher  
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Children’s Page - The Mouse Hole 
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Clues Across 
 
7 Bigger (6) 
8 9 down having charge of a diocese (6) 
10 eg Rome or Lisbon (7) 
11 Mother-in-law of Ruth (5) 
12 Garden home of Adam and Eve (4) 
13 Christian symbol (5) 
17 She _____ no-one (Zeph 3.2) (5) 
18 Description of the horse ridden in Revelation ch. 6 (4) 
22 ..they _____ the winepresses (Job 24.11) (5) 
23 City where the disciples were first called Christians in  
Acts ch. 11 (7) 
24 Country (6) 
25 More hallowed (6) 
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Clues Down 
 
1 Darken (7) 
2 Fell like the bindings on Samson's hands in Judges ch. 15 (7) 
3 A king's wrath is its messenger, according to Proverbs ch. 16 (5) 
4 Animal whose cubs are scattered in Job ch. 4 (7) 
5 Fire an arrow like Jehoash in 2 Kings ch. 13 (5) 
6 24 across whose 10 across is Madrid (5) 
9 Priest (9) 
14 Angel of the Abyss in Revelation ch. 9 (7) 
15 Included in the canon of the bible (7) 
16 Ropes for fastening animals (7) 
19 ..the basin with its _____ (Ex 31.9) (5) 
20 God (5) 
21 ..observe them on the delivery _____ (Ex 1.16) (5) 
 
 
 
There will be a small prize for the first correct solution to reach Fr John. 
 
Answers in next month’s magazine.  
 
 
 
February Answers 
 
Across 
5 Royal 8 Publicly 9 Stubs 10 Ruthless 11 Forth 14 Jar 16 Battle                        
17 Oholah 18 Wed 20 Saint 24 Citizens 25 Clean 26 Nazarene 27 Aside 
 
Down 
1 Spire 2 Abate 3 Viola 4 Elisha 6 Orthodox 7 Abbatial 12 Parables 13 
Standard 14 Jew 15 Rod 19 Elijah 21 Final 22 Jewel 23 Asher 
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St Stephen’s Church Centre 

New Town, Colchester 

Requires a 

Parish Administrator (part-time) 

To assist Incumbent in his work as parish priest and Rural Dean. 
Will be good with people and have proven administrative and IT skills. 

9 hours per week, flexi time, £9/hour. 
Contact Ian Hilton for further enquiries/job profile. 

 
Please apply by sending CV and covering letter to  

Revd Ian Hilton, 
 St Stephen’s Church Centre, Colchester, 

Essex, CO2 7RY 

01206 530320 ian.hilton@talktalk.net 

Closing date 5th March 
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March Saints and Holy Days 
 
9th March - St. Frances of Rome (1384-1440)  
 
Frances’s life combines aspects of secular and religious life. A devoted 
and loving wife, she longed for a lifestyle of prayer and service, so she 
organized a group of women to minister to the needs of Rome’s poor. 

Born of wealthy parents, Frances found herself attracted to the religious 
life during her youth. But her parents objected and a young nobleman was 
selected to be her husband.  

As she became acquainted with her new relatives, Frances soon 
discovered that the wife of her husband’s brother also wished to live a 
life of service and prayer. So the two, Frances and Vannozza, set out 
together - with their husbands’ blessings - to help the poor. 

Frances fell ill for a time, but this apparently only deepened her 
commitment to the suffering people she met. The years passed, and 
Frances gave birth to two sons and a daughter. With the new 
responsibilities of family life, the young mother turned her attention more 
to the needs of her own household. The family flourished under Frances’s 
care, but within a few years a great plague began to sweep across Italy. It 
struck Rome with devastating cruelty and left Frances’s second son dead. 
In an effort to help alleviate some of the suffering, Frances used all her 
money and sold her possessions to buy whatever the sick might possibly 
need. When all the resources had been exhausted, Frances and Vannozza 
went door to door begging. Later, Frances’s daughter died, and the saint 
opened a section of her house as a hospital. 

Frances became more and more convinced that this way of life was so 
necessary for the world, and it was not long before she requested and was 
given permission to found a society of women bound by no vows. They 
simply offered themselves to God and to the service of the poor. Once the 
society was established, Frances chose not to live at the community 
residence, but rather at home with her husband. She did this for seven 
years, until her husband passed away, and then came to live the 
remainder of her life with the society - serving the poorest of the poor.  
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12th March - St. Maximilian (d. 295)  
 
We have an early, precious, almost unembellished account of the 
martyrdom of St. Maximilian in modern-day Algeria. 

Brought before the proconsul Dion, Maximilian refused enlistment in the 
Roman army saying, "I cannot serve, I cannot do evil. I am a Christian." 

Dion replied: "You must serve or die." 

Maximilian: "I will never serve. You can cut off my head, but I will not 
be a soldier of this world, for I am a soldier of Christ. My army is the 
army of God, and I cannot fight for this world. I tell you I am a 
Christian." 

Dion: "There are Christian soldiers serving our rulers Diocletian and 
Maximian, Constantius and Galerius." 

Maximilian: "That is their business. I also am a Christian, and I cannot 
serve." 

Dion: "But what harm do soldiers do?" 

Maximilian: "You know well enough." 

Dion: "If you will not do your service I shall condemn you to death for 
contempt of the army." 

Maximilian: "I shall not die. If I go from this earth my soul will live with 
Christ my Lord." 

Maximilian was 21 years old when he gladly offered his life to God. His 
father went home from the execution site joyful, thanking God that he 
had been able to offer heaven such a gift. 

 
18th March - St. Cyril of Jerusalem (315-386)  
 
Problems in the Church today are minor compared with the 
reverberations of the Arian heresy that denied the divinity of Christ. Cyril 
was to be caught up in the controversy, accused (later) of Arianism by St. 
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Jerome, and ultimately vindicated both by the men of his own time and 
by being declared a Doctor of the Church in 1822. Raised in Jerusalem, 
well-educated, especially in the Scriptures, he was ordained a priest by 
the bishop of Jerusalem and given the task of catechizing during Lent 
those preparing for Baptism and during the Easter season the newly 
baptized. His Catecheses remain valuable as examples of the ritual and 
theology of the Church in the mid-fourth century. 

There are conflicting reports about the circumstances of his becoming 
bishop of Jerusalem. It is certain that he was validly consecrated by 
bishops of the province. Since one of them was an Arian, Acacius, it may 
have been expected that his “cooperation” would follow. Conflict soon 
rose between Cyril and Acacius, bishop of the rival nearby see of 
Caesarea. Cyril was summoned to a council, accused of insubordination 
and of selling Church property to relieve the poor. Probably, however, a 
theological difference was also involved. He was condemned, driven 
from Jerusalem, and later vindicated, not without some association and 
help of Semi-Arians. Half his episcopate was spent in exile (his first 
experience was repeated twice). He finally returned to find Jerusalem 
torn with heresy, schism and strife, and wracked with crime. Even St. 
Gregory of Nyssa, sent to help, left in despair. 

They both went to the (second ecumenical) Council of Constantinople, 
where the amended form of the Nicene Creed was promulgated. Cyril 
accepted the word consubstantial (that is, of Christ and the Father). Some 
said it was an act of repentance, but the bishops of the Council praised 
him as a champion of orthodoxy against the Arians. Though not friendly 
with the greatest defender of orthodoxy against the Arians, Cyril may be 
counted among those whom Athanasius called “brothers, who mean what 
we mean, and differ only about the word [consubstantial].”  

22nd March - St. Nicholas Owen (d. 1606)  
 
Nicholas, familiarly known as "Little John," was small in stature but big 
in the esteem of his fellow Jesuits. 

Born at Oxford, this humble artisan saved the lives of many priests and 
laypersons in England during the penal times (1559-1829), when a series 
of statutes punished Catholics for the practice of their faith. 

28 

 

 
 
 
 

 



29 

Over a period of about 20 years he used his skills to build secret hiding 
places for priests throughout the country. His work, which he did 
completely by himself as both architect and builder, was so good that 
time and time again priests in hiding were undetected by raiding parties. 
He was a genius at finding, and creating, places of safety: subterranean 
passages, small spaces between walls, impenetrable recesses. At one 
point he was even able to mastermind the escape of two Jesuits from the 
Tower of London. Whenever Nicholas set out to design such hiding 
places, he began by receiving the Holy Eucharist, and he would turn to 
God in prayer throughout the long, dangerous construction process. 

After many years at his unusual task, he entered the Society of Jesus and 
served as a lay brother, although - for very good reasons - his connection 
with the Jesuits was kept secret. 

After a number of narrow escapes, he himself was finally caught in 1594. 
Despite protracted torture, he refused to disclose the names of other 
Catholics. After being released following the payment of a ransom, 
"Little John" went back to his work. He was arrested again in 1606. This 
time he was subjected to horrible tortures, suffering an agonizing death. 
The jailers tried suggesting that he had confessed and committed suicide, 
but his heroism and sufferings soon were widely known. 

He was canonized in 1970 as one of the 40 Martyrs of England and 
Wales.  

 
30th March - St. Peter Regalado (1390-1456)  
 
Peter lived at a very busy time. The Great Western Schism (1378-1417) 
was settled at the Council of Constance (1414-1418). France and England 
were fighting the Hundred Years’ War, and in 1453 the Byzantine 
Empire was completely wiped out by the loss of Constantinople to the 
Turks. At Peter’s death the age of printing had just begun in Germany, 
and Columbus's arrival in the New World was less than 40 years away. 

Peter came from a wealthy and pious family in Valladolid, Spain. At the 
age of 13, he was allowed to enter the Conventual Franciscans. Shortly 
after his ordination, he was made superior of the friary in Aguilar. He 
became part of a group of friars who wanted to lead a life of greater 
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poverty and penance. In 1442 he was appointed head of all the Spanish 
Franciscans in his reform group. 

Peter led the friars by his example. A special love of the poor and the sick 
characterized Peter. Miraculous stories are told about his charity to the 
poor. For example, the bread never seemed to run out as long as Peter 
had hungry people to feed. Throughout most of his life, Peter went 
hungry; he lived only on bread and water. 

Immediately after his death on March 31, 1456, his grave became a place 
of pilgrimage. Peter was canonized in 1746.  
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Calendar for March 2008 

 

                 

           

1 Sat David People of Wales 
2 SUN 4th Sunday of Lent Church and Parish 
3 Mon  Lent Preachers 
4 Tue  Outreach to Families 
5 Wed  St James’ School Governors 
6 Thu  Outreach 
7 Fri  Annual Church Meetings 
8 Sat  Our need for Forgiveness 
9 SUN 5th Sunday of Lent Church and Parish 
10 Mon  Mental Health 
11 Tue  Child Contact Centre 
12 Wed  St James’ School 
13 Thu  St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy 
14 Fri  Mampong Babies’ Home 
15 Sat Joseph Diocesan Child Protection Officer 
16 SUN Passion Sunday Church and Parish 
17 Mon Monday of Holy Week Our Bishops 
18 Tue Tuesday of Holy Week Holy Week 
19 Wed Wednesday of Holy Week Penitents and Confessors 
20 Thu Maundy Thursday Thanksgiving 
21 Fri Good Friday The Cross  
22 Sat Holy Saturday Preparation 
23 SUN Easter Day Church and Parish 
24 Mon Easter Monday Thanksgiving 
25 Tue Easter Tuesday Thanksgiving 
26 Wed Easter Wednesday Thanksgiving 
27 Thu Easter Thursday Thanksgiving  
28 Fri Easter Friday Thanksgiving 
29 Sat Easter Saturday Thanksgiving 
30 SUN 2nd Sunday of Easter Church and Parish 
31 Mon The Annunciation Thanksgiving 
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Diary for March 2008 
1 Sat David 09:00 Mass St James’ 
2 
 
 

SUN 
 
 

4th Sunday of Lent 
 
 

08:00 
10:00 
18:30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

St James’ 
St James’ 
St James’ 

3 Mon  19:00 Mass St James’ 
4 Tue  10:00 Mass St Paul’s 
5 Wed  19:00 Mass St James’ 
6 Thu  12:30 Mass St James’ 
7 
 

Fri 
  

09:00 
19:30 

Mass 
Stations of the Cross 

School 
Priory St 

8 Sat  09:00 Mass St James’ 
9 
 
 

SUN 
 
 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 
 

08:00 
10:00 
18:30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Prayer and Praise 

St James’ 
St James’ 
St James’ 

10 
 

Mon 
  

11:00 
19:30 

Mass 
Holy Rosary 

Colonia Ct 
St Paul’s 

 

11 Tue  10:00 Mass St Paul’s 
12 Wed  19:00 Mass St James’ 
13 Thu  12:30 Mass St James’ 
14 
 

Fri 
  

09:00 
19:30 

Mass 
Stations of the Cross 

School 
St James’ 

15 Sat Joseph 09:00 Mass St James’ 
16 
 
 

SUN 
 
 

Passion Sunday 
 
 

08:00 
10:00 
18:30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

St James’ 
St James’ 
St James’ 

17 
 

Mon 
 

Monday of Holy Week 
 

12:00 
19:30 

Chrism Mass 
Mass and Stations 

Chelmsford Cath 
St James’ 

18 Tue Tuesday of Holy Week 19:30 Mass and Stations St James’ 
19 Wed Wednesday of Holy Week 19:30 Mass and Stations St James’ 
20 Thu Maundy Thursday 19:30 Mass St James’ 
21 
 
 
 

Fri 
 
 
 

Good Friday 
 
 
 

10:00 
12:00 
13:00 
14:00 

Family Stations Cross 
Ecumenical Service 
Devotions at the Cross 
Liturgy of the Day 

St James’ 
Lion Walk URC 
St James’ 
St James’ 

22 Sat Holy Saturday 19:30 Easter Vigil St James’ 
23 
 
 

SUN 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
 
 

08:00 
10:00 
18:30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

St James’ 
St James’ 
St James’ 

24 Mon Easter Monday 09:30 Mass St James’ 
25 Tue Easter Tuesday 10:00 Mass St Paul’s 
26 Wed Easter Wednesday 19:00 Mass St James’ 
27 Thu Easter Thursday 12:30 Mass St James’ 
28 Fri Easter Friday 09:15 Mass St James’ 
29 Sat Easter Saturday 09:00 Mass St James’ 
30 
 
 

SUN 
 
 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
 
 

08:00 
10:00 
18:30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

St James’ 
St James’ 
St James’ 

31 Mon The Annunciation  20:00 Mass St Paul’s 
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Churchwardens of the Parish 
 

Mr Paul Bareham    01206 210270 
90 London Road 
Copford CO6 1BJ 
 
Mrs Mary Evered    01206 330317 
Parc Gwyn 
Maldon Road 
Birch CO2 0LT 

 
Parochial Church Council Officers 
 
Secretary         Mrs Pamela Lee     01206 573491 
               Hillside 4 Acland Avenue 
               Colchester CO3 3RS 
 
Treasurer        Mr Graham West    01206 866315 
               23 Wells Road  
               Colchester CO1 2YW 
 
Electoral Roll      Mrs Sheila Sansom   01206 560464 
Officer          50 Causton Road 
               Colchester CO1 1RT 
 
Child Protection    Mr David Howse    01621 892425 
Officer          8 Wellands Close, Wickham Bishops 
               Witham CM8 3NE 
 
Health & Safety    Mrs Janet Walker    01206 790448 
Officer          38 Gladstone Road 
               Colchester CO1 2EA 
 
St James’ Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School 
 
Headteacher      Mr Jeff Graham     01206 865747 
Website          http://www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk 
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Bible Reading     Mrs Janice Fielden   01206 574600 
Fellowship           
 
Childrens’ Society  Mrs Joyce Mays     01206 841681 
         
USPG           Mrs Gill Scott      01206 867403 
(Mampong Babies Home)           
 

The Church Union  Mrs Claire Epsom   01255 861202 
(Local Contact)        
 
 
Sidesmen         Mrs Mary Evered    01206 330317 
 
Readers          Mrs Janet Walker    01206 790448 
 
Intercessions      Fr Peter Walker     01206 866802 
 
Stewardship       Mrs Kate Thurston   01206 793243 
 
Acting Organist    Miss Pat French     01206 862118 
& Choirmaster 
 
Sacristan         Mr Brian Appleby   01206 852073 
Team           Mr Paul Bareham    01206 210270 

       Mr Stephen Pawlak   01206 729810 
 

Childrens’ Liturgy  Mrs Diana Irven     01206 386393 
& Flowers 
 
Magazine         Fr John Stather     01206 578401 
Editor 
 
St James’ Hall     Mr Peter Sansom    01206 560464 
Bookings 
 
St Paul’s Centre    Mr Brian Appleby   01206 852073 
Manager & Bookings 
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Rector           Fr Peter Walker SSC    01206 866802 
               The Rectory           07867 972231 

76 East Hill            01206 799444 (fax) 
               Colchester CO1 2QW 
               fatherpeter@walkerssc.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Father Peter and Caroline are always happy to welcome parishioners to the Rectory 
 

 

Assistant         Fr John Stather SSC     01206 578401 
Priest           Benson House          07776 436522 
               13 Roman Road 

Colchester CO1 1UR 
               john_stather@hotmail.com 
 

 

Services at St James the Great, East Hill 
 

Sundays          Morning Prayer     07:25 
                Said Mass         08:00 
                Sung Mass        10:00 
                Evening Worship    18:30 
                 
Weekdays         Morning Prayer     07:45  
                Evening Prayer     18:00 
 

Monday           Mass            see page 3       
Wednesday        Mass            19:00 
Thursday          Mass            12:30 
Friday            Mass in School     09:00          
Saturday          Mass            09:00 
 

Festivals and Saints Days, see monthly diary on page 32 
 

Services at The St Paul’s Centre, Belle Vue Road 
 

Tuesday           Mass            10:00 

 

Confession         By appointment with the clergy 
 

Holy Baptism       By arrangement after preparation 
 

Ministry to        Names of the Sick to the clergy, the Blessed  
the Sick Sacrament is reserved for the communion of the 

Sick, and the Oil of the Sick for Anointing. 


