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THIRTY PENCE
Father Peter Writes

It has been a strange Lent for us at the Rectory this year. It has not been the usual sort of Lent with its high points of the Liturgy and spirituality, of its journey and discipline. We have missed out on our guest preachers and the joining together for Stations of the Cross. It has been so different because as many of you will know, on Shrove Tuesday Caroline and I were in the operating theatre of Addenbrookes Hospital in Cambridge. Ash Wednesday began the process of recovery, a day of discomfort and at times pain but also a day of hope and encouragement. Quick discharge from hospital has led to a time of recuperation and gradual gaining of strength. We are both now doing well and the kidney is flourishing, leading Caroline to a new lease of life. So although Lent has been different for us this year, it has, in its own way, led us through uncertainty and pain to new life and hope. These are, after all, the themes of this time of year.

We have been so encouraged by the prayers and good wishes of so many people: the special Mass on Shrove Tuesday, all the cards and flowers, the offers of practical help, the trips to Cambridge. Our thanks go to everyone who has been part of these good wishes and practical expressions of aid.

We would also like to thank everyone for the space that they have given us during this time of convalescence, it has been very much appreciated and just what the doctor ordered. Our thanks also to those who have borne the brunt of responsibility in the leading of services; the ‘saying’ of Mass, dealing with the day to day running of the Church and School; to Paul and Janet our churchwardens, Jenny Heaps the vice-chairman of the School Governors and Jeff Graham the Head teacher. Of all those priests who have presided at the Mass and of those priests who have helped out with funerals and Stations of the Cross.

This Lent has shown us, once again, the great benefits and joys of being part of a Christian family and our thanks and those of the whole family, go to all those who have shown us their love and concern in so many ways.

Wishing you every blessing for this Holy Season, 

Fr Peter Walker
Mass times
There is to be a temporary change to our established pattern for our weekday Mass times.

Monday, Tuesday and Saturday Masses are not being said at the present time. 

Wednesday, Thursday, Mass as usual.

Friday Mass in school but only in term time.

Normal Mass pattern will resume during the summer.

Sunday Mass times 8-00am and 10-00am as usual.

No morning or evening prayer in church either on Sunday or during the week.
Saints Days for May 

3rd May
Ss Philip and James Apostles

4th May

The Martyrs of the Reformation

Mass St James 7-00pm

14th May

St Matthias Apostle

25th May
St Bede the Venerable

Mass St James 7-00pm

27th May

St Augustine of Canterbury

31st May
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth.
Confirmation 
We have a Confirmation planned for Friday 8th July. If you would like to join the Confirmation Classes please speak with Fr Peter. These classes do not commit anyone to anything and they are a good way of exploring the Faith even if it does not lead to Confirmation. Some people come along to support those being prepared or even just as a refresher course.
Restoration Project 

At some stage we will need to launch another Restoration Project. With a building the age of St James there is always something that will need to be done. Susan Cross has agreed to be the chairman of the Restoration Committee, which is very good news. In the fullness of time, I am sure she will appreciate some help. One of the things that have been suggested to raise some funds is to make full use of the current high price of precious metals. Many of us have bits and pieces of precious metal at home, that in themselves are probably not worth very much but if we put them all together they could be worth quite a lot. The sort of thing I am talking about is perhaps a battered old silver spoon. A broken piece of gold or silver jewellery or something one no longer has any use for. Perhaps you have lost an earring and therefore cannot use the remaining one. A lost cufflink would leave only one, which would not be very, much use, so could be added to this fund too. There are many options, as I’m sure you will agree. A tin will be placed in St James for you to add your broken or no longer wanted scrap precious metals and Fr Peter will then make arrangements for these to be sold and the money raised added to the Restoration Fund. 

Scrap Precious Metals
Do you have any pieces of broken jewellery or damaged and unwanted silverware? If so, please leave them in the pink jar in church and they will be used to help boost the Restoration Fund.
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Computer Corner
Welcome Box for Tae Min and Helene

It would be good to leave a box of groceries to welcome Tae Min and Helen Oh to their new home when they move into Benson House shortly. Please leave any contributions in the box at the back of 
St James.
31 Mary, the Blessed Virgin, visits Elizabeth 

Mary – the virgin mother of Jesus. For centuries the eastern and western churches have considered her pre-eminent among all the saints.

In the gospels, Mary makes her first appearance as a teenager. Nothing is known of her childhood, and what we do know of her is found mostly in Matthew 1 – 2 and in Luke 1 – 2. If you read both accounts, you’ll notice that Luke’s account seems to give the story from Mary’s standpoint, whereas Matthew concentrates more on Joseph’s side of things. In both accounts the virginal conception of Christ is clearly stated. Mary’s quiet devotion to God and her total acceptance of his will shine forth.

Her visit to Elizabeth, when both were pregnant, is a moving and poignant account of two humble, ordinary women, suddenly caught up in a great event which would shape world history. Their trusting faith in God and acceptance of his will, shine through.

After Jesus is born, Mary fades into the background, and makes few appearances: when the family visits Jerusalem and she loses her son on the way home; when she urges him to help the wedding party in Cana with its wine problem; and when Jesus gives her into the keeping of the beloved disciple when he is dying on the cross. Mary’s last appearance is in Acts chapter one, just before Pentecost. 

Mary obviously joined the early Church, but her role was never one of teaching and preaching, and indeed she remained so much in the background that nothing more about her is known for certain. Both Ephesus and Jerusalem have claimed to be the place of her death. 

Mary, chosen to be the mother of Jesus Christ, one who is both God and Man, holds a unique place in the history of mankind. Down the centuries that have followed, the Church has paid special honour to Mary – and well deserved it is. “All generations shall call me blessed…” 
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 Reparation

Psalm 102

'Thou Lord wilt arise and have mercy on Zion 

for the time is come to pity her

her very stones are dear to thy servants 

and even her dust moves them to pity.'

One measure rapidly undertaken by Cyrus to differentiate his regime from that of the former Babylonian overlords was to arrange the return of numerous religious symbols that had been collected by Nabonidus from the sanctuaries and temples of vassal states. His instructions for restoration may also have included precious religious artefacts retained in the treasury storerooms. As Cyrus' officers prepared an inventory and details of objects they thought suitable to send back, the gold and silver furnishings of the Jerusalem temple looted by Nebuchadnezzar would have been noticed. An understanding of their significance and how they came to be there could most easily and appropriately have been obtained from members of Judah's deposed royal family now resident in Babylon. While still heir to the throne Nabonidus had befriended Jehoiachin, they may have been of similar age, and then on becoming emperor had arranged for him to be moved into the imperial palace and share his table. This extreme honour and token of high regard would not have been lost on courtiers seeking favours or position; the short reigned Israelite king and his sons, by this time already adult, must have benefited greatly in wealth and esteem. 

However before the advent of Cyrus, Jehoiachin had died leaving only his sons to field the officers' queries. When Cyrus learned that the temple of Solomon had been a royal possession and responsibility of the Davidic kings of which he now considered himself the legal successor, he ordered the Babylonians not only to return the sacred vessels but in an act of reparation, to have the temple 'a house of God' rebuilt to his own specification, in which the holy treasures could again be used. Details of his decree are to be found in Ezra chapter 6 verses 
3-5.

'Let the house be rebuilt as a place where sacrifices are offered and fire offerings brought. It's height shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits with three courses of massive stones and one of timber.'

The person commissioned to oversee this work, no doubt with the necessary authorisations from Cyrus, was Sheshbazzar, from his name, a Babylonian.  It is likely that he recruited a squad of second or even third generation exiles to assist with the project but was otherwise expected to rely on local labour and enthusiasm. The moment had come for the Israelites to prove the degree of their love for Zion, the Lord God, through Cyrus, having already taken the initiative. 

What Sheshbazzar found on arrival was far from promising. Although the site on which Jerusalem had formally stood possessed one or two substantial houses lived in by the few who had somehow profited in spite of other people's misfortunes, the remainder were very modest and still surrounded by rubble. Most of the people, in common with those of the whole nation, were deeply in debt. To make matters worse drought, this hill country's recurring curse, had ruined several harvests and prices subsequently soared.  These impoverished citizens, small in number, were in no condition to raise enthusiasm for the rebuilding however desirable it might be and the exiles would have needed to raise accommodation for themselves before embarking on additional work. Sheshbazzar was unlikely to have shown the drive that a Persian official reliant for his reputation on a successful outcome might have found. Seven years on when Cyrus died the proposed site had been prepared and foundations laid but no massive stones in position. Even after the successor of Cyrus had himself died, the prophet Haggai who was keen to revive the project wrote:

'These are the words of the LORD of Hosts "This nation says to itself that it is not yet time for the house of the LORD to be rebuilt".' 
John Thompson
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HUNNABALL FUNERAL SERVICES

Family Funeral Directors
York House, 41 Mersea Road, Colchester CO2 7QT

We are an Established Family Firm Dedicated fo
Upholding the Traditional Values of Respect and

Dignity and Providing the Best Care

Burials - Cremations - Woodland Burials - DSS Funerals
Senior Citizen Discount - Memorials - Floristry
After Care Service - Pre-Payment Funeral Plans

For Immediate, Personal Attention Please Telephone:

01206 760049 (24hrs)





School News

www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk
EGGXCITING TIMES!

The Friends of Saint James’ School ran an Easter Egg raffle, which was very exciting for the pupils and raised some funds to help provide additional resources for the pupils.

CHICK, CHICK, CHICK, CHICK CHICKEN, LAY A LITTLE EGG FOR ME! [image: image12.png]



Our outdoor courtyard area has now been transformed in to a chicken area and we should have our 4 chickens in place by the time this edition goes to press.  The pupils will name the chickens and all classes are looking forward to the challenge of looking after them.  Staff and pupils alike will be learning together how to care for the chickens.  We shall keep you updated on our progress.

PALM SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS! [image: image13.jpg]



Our thanks go to Father Paul for leading us in our Palm Sunday celebrations in school at the end of term.  All pupils, staff and parishioners started on the school field and a very energetic rendering of ‘We have a king who rides a donkey’ was sung by all as we processed in to school, waving homemade palm leaves.  It was a very special day in the life of the school.

[image: image14.wmf]MOTHERING SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS! 
It was lovely to see 25+ pupils in school taking an active part in the service.  There was a lovely atmosphere and my thanks go to Mrs Usher for working with the pupils on the poetry and singing.

SAINT JAMES’ SCHOOL HAS GOT TALENT

It was lovely to hear 20 of our pupils playing their guitars, pianos and clarinets in school at the end of term.  Their confidence and determination to do well was a pleasure to see.

VOUCHERS

If you happen to shop at Tesco or Sainsburys, we would welcome any vouchers that you may receive.

AND FINALLY....., 

WHAT SOME BIBLE CHARACTERS MAY HAVE SUNG IF THEY WERE AROUND TODAY!
Adam and Eve: "Strangers in Paradise"          
Lazarus: "The Second Time Around" 

Esther: "I Feel Pretty"                            
Jezebel: "The Lady is a Tramp"              
Salome: "I Could Have Danced All Night"           
Daniel: "The Lion Sleeps Tonight" 
Joshua: "Good Vibrations"       
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: "Great Balls of Fire!"

Methuselah: "Stayin' Alive"              
The Three Kings: "When You Wish Upon a Star" 
Nebuchadnezzar: "Crazy"                   
Noah: "Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head" 
Moses: "The Wanderer"
Samson: "Hair"
Jeff Graham, Head teacher

[image: image15.wmf]
St Bede

Bede (pronounced "Bead" 672 / 673 – 26 May 735), also referred to as Saint Bede or the Venerable Bede, was a monk at the Northumbrian monastery of Saint Peter at Monkwearmouth, today part of Sunderland, England, and of its companion monastery, Saint Paul's, in modern Jarrow both in the Kingdom of Northumbria. Bede's monastery had access to a superb library which included works by Eusebius and Orosius among many. He is well known as an author and scholar, and his most famous work, Historia ecclesiastica gentis Anglorum (The Ecclesiastical History of the English People) gained him the title "The Father of English History". In 1899, Bede was made a Doctor of the Church by Leo XIII, a position of theological significance; he is the only native of Great Britain to achieve this designation.  Bede was moreover a skilled linguist and translator, and his work with the Latin and Greek writings of the early Church Fathers contributed significantly to English Christianity, making the writings much more accessible to his fellow Anglo-Saxons.

St. Augustine of Canterbury 

Also known as St. Augustine the Less to distinguish him from his illustrious namesake from Hippo. Augustine was chosen by Pope Gregory the Great as leader of the mission sent from Rome for the evangelization of the English. He landed in the Isle of Thanet in the Spring of AD 597 and, within a year, Aethelbert, King of Kent, was baptised with several thousand of his subjects.

The foundation of Canterbury Cathedral was laid five years later, supposedly, on the site of an old Roman Church. Augustine was consecrated by Vergilius, Archbishop of Arles and became the first Archbishop of Canterbury.

The alienation between the British Church and the Italian missionaries might have been averted had Augustine recognised the consideration that was due to the Church which had existed in Britain for three centuries, and had been more tolerant of the diversity between British and Roman usage.

He had laid the foundation stone of the Monastery of St. Peter & St. Paul outside Canterbury, later known as St. Augustine's, in the year of his arrival and here he was buried. He died on 26th May, traditionally in AD 604, but possibly as late as 609. 

Diary Dates for the Year
Wednesday 8th June 7-45pm

An evening at the Thai 1 Restaurant to support the work of the Additional Curates Society. Please add your name to the list in St James if you would like to join us. Everyone welcome for this very enjoyable evening.

Sunday 12th June
Churches Together Sunday evening event and service to celebrate Pentecost

Sunday 19th June 3-00pm
Strawberry Tea at Rowhedge

Thursday 23rd June

The Body and Blood of Christ

Mass 12-30pm St James. 

Sung Mass and procession of the Blessed Sacrament 

7-30pm St Barnabas Old Heath.

Saturday 25th June

12-00 noon

40th Jubilee of Father Alan’s ordination as priest

Sung Festal Mass 12-00noon.

Sunday 3rd July

Fr Tae Min Oh’s ordination as deacon Chelmsford Cathedral

Sunday 3rd July 6-30pm 

A service of celebration of the Bible; 

to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the King James Version of the Bible.

Friday 8th July 7-00pm

Confirmation Service at St Barnabas Colchester

Bishop Lindsay Irwin to preside and Confirm.
Friday 15th July

Parish Ramble 7-00pm
Sunday 24th July
St James’ Day

Sunday 31st July

Ploughman’s Lunch after 10-00am Mass. 

Saturday 6th August 

At Home at the Rectory

Saturday 27th August 3-00pm

At Home with Fr Alan and Susan Cross

Friday 9th September to Sunday 11th September
Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham

Saturday 10th September
Colchester Heritage Day and Friends of Essex Churches Ride and Stride

Saturday 24th September 7-00pm
Harvest Supper

Wednesday 9th November 8-00pm
Parish Dinner at the Anchor Rowhedge

Saturday 19th November 11-00am
Annual Bereavement Service

Sunday 27th November 10-00am

Advent Sunday Sung Mass 

Preacher Fr Darren Smith SSC, general Secretary of the Additional Curates Society.
Mass and Prayer Intention for May
	1
	SUN
	
	Church and Parish

	2
	Mon
	
	Those who work as we rest

	3
	Tue
	
	Outreach

	4 
	Wed
	
	Those who suffer for the Faith

	5
	Thu
	
	Local Clergy and Ministers

	6
	Fri
	
	Beacon House

	7
	Sat
	
	Colchester Street Pastors

	8
	SUN
	
	Church and Parish

	9
	Mon
	
	Church Musicians and Music

	10
	Tue
	
	Tae Min & Helene Oh

	11
	Wed
	
	Training Incumbents

	12
	Thu
	
	Paul &Janet Churchwardens

	13
	Fri
	
	The Faithful Departed 

	14
	Sat
	
	Our Bishops

	15
	SUN
	
	Church and Parish

	16
	Mon
	
	St James’ School

	17
	Tue
	
	North Primary School

	18
	Wed
	
	Restoration Fund

	19
	Thu
	
	Home Communicants

	20 
	Fri
	
	Peace & Justice

	21
	Sat
	
	St James’ Contact Centre

	22
	SUN
	
	Church and Parish

	23
	Mon
	
	Messy Church

	24
	Tue
	
	The Children’s Liturgy

	25
	Wed
	
	Teachers of the Faith

	26
	Thu
	
	Prisons and Prisoners

	27
	Fri
	
	Missionaries

	28
	Sat
	
	Julien & Nicola married today 

	29
	SUN
	
	Church and Parish

	30
	Mon
	
	Walsingham

	31 
	Tues
	
	Thanksgiving 


DIARY FOR MAY
	 1
	SUN


	
	 8-00

10-00
	Mass

Sung  Mass 
	

	 2
	Mon
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	 3
	Tues
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	 4
	Wed
	
	19-00
	Mass 
	St James

	 5
	Thurs
	
	12-30
	Mass
	St James

	 6
	Fri
	
	 9-00
	Mass
	School

	 7
	Sat 
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	 8
	SUN


	
	 8-00

10-00
	Mass

Sung  Mass 
	

	 9
	Mon
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	10
	Tues
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	11
	Wed
	
	19-00
	Mass
	St James

	12
	Thurs
	
	12-30
	Mass
	St James

	13
	Fri
	
	 9-00
	Mass
	School

	14
	Sat
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	15
	SUN


	
	 8-00

10-00
	Mass

Sung  Mass
	

	16
	Mon
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	17
	Tues 
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	18
	Wed
	
	19-00
	Mass 
	St James

	19
	Thurs
	
	12-30
	Mass
	St James

	20
	Fri
	
	  9-00
	Mass
	School

	21
	Sat 
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	22
	SUN


	
	 8-00

10-00
	Mass

Sung  Mass 
	

	23
	Mon
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	24
	Tues
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	25
	Wed
	
	19-00
	Mass 
	St James

	26
	Thurs
	
	12-30
	Mass
	St James

	27
	Fri
	
	 9-00
	Mass
	School

	28
	Sat 
	
	 
	NO MASS
	

	29
	SUN


	
	 8-00

10-00
	Mass

Sung  Mass 
	

	30
	Mon
	
	
	NO MASS
	

	31
	Tues
	
	
	NO MASS
	


Churchwardens of the Parish
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Mrs Lucy Mason







01206 386766
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East Road















East Mersea CO5 8UJ
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Please refer to Mr Paul Bareham - Churchwarden
Electoral Roll




Mrs Sheila Sansom





07905516502
Officer









14 Greyfriars Court














The Secret Garden














Castle Road














Colchester CO1 1TL

Child Protection


Mr Stephen Pawlak





01206 729810
Officer









Millbank














16 High Street














Rowhedge














Colchester CO5 7HQ
Health & Safety


Mrs Janet Walker






01206 790448

Officer
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Colchester CO1 2EA
St James’ Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School

Headteacher







Mr Jeff Graham





01206 865747
Website











http://www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk

Bible Reading






Mrs Janice Fielden



01206 574600

Fellowship











Childrens’ Society




Mrs Joyce Mays





01206 841681

USPG












Mrs Gill Scott






01206 867403

(Mampong Babies Home)











The Church Union



Mrs Claire Epsom




01255 861202

(Local Contact)








Child Contact Centre

stjamesccc@googlemail.com














07855 752421
Sidesmen










Mr Paul Bareham




01206 210270
Readers











Mrs Janet Walker




01206 790448

Intercessions







Fr Peter Walker





01206 866802

Stewardship








Mrs Kate Thurston



01206 793243

Organist










As arranged by rota
Sacristan










Mr Brian Appleby




01206 852073

Team












Mr Paul Bareham




01206 210270










Mr Stephen Pawlak 


01206 729810

Children’s’ Liturgy



Mrs Diana Irven





01206 386393

& Flowers

Magazine
 Editor



Mrs Lucy Mason





01206 386766
Rector










Fr Peter Walker SSC
Non Residentiary Canon of Chelmsford Cathedral 

Assistant Rural Dean of Colchester

Surrogate for Marriage Licences.
















The Rectory









01206 866802
76 East Hill









07867
972231
Colchester CO1 2QW



01206 799444 (fax)















fatherpeter@walkerssc.freeserve.co.uk

Fr Peter and Caroline are always happy to welcome parishioners to the Rectory
Hon Asst. Priest




Fr Alan Cross SSC





01206 790984

Canon’s Retreat

11 Grayling Drive

Colchester

CO4 3EN
Services at St James the Great, East Hill
Sundays










Said Mass







08:00

















Sung Mass






10:00
















Weekdays










Monday










No Mass










Tuesday










No Mass










Wednesday








Mass









19:00

Thursday









Mass









12:30

Friday











Mass in School



09:00
Term time Only








Saturday










No Mass










Festivals and Saints Days see monthly calendar.
Confession








By appointment with the clergy

Holy Baptism






By arrangement after preparation

Ministry to








Names of the Sick to the clergy, the Blessed 

the Sick
Sacrament is reserved for the communion of the Sick, and the Oil of the Sick for Anointing
Copy is requested by:

15th of the month, for inclusion in the following month’s magazine.
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RM (BOB) TOKLEY


Gas Service Engineer





Gas Safe Registered





44 years experience


Ex British Gas





Installation, Servicing & Repairs


 to all types of Gas Appliances





General Plumbing





Phone 01206 866033


Mobile 07710293997
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