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Father Peter Writes 
 
 
St Augustine of Hippo, the man often considered to be the Father of 
Theology in the Western Church, made the now well known statement, 
We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song. That is quite right 
Christians are, we are, an Easter People. All that went on in Holy Week, 
on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, all that surrounded Easter, is 
what we are about or what we should be about, proclaiming the Good 
News of Easter to all that will hear it. Easter is so important that our 
celebration of it lasts for seven whole weeks and Alleluia is a common 
refrain during that time. 
 
As well as being an Easter People, this month we remember we are also a 
people of the Spirit. With the great Solemnity of Pentecost, we recall the 
gift of the Holy Spirit of God, given in all its fullness to be with God’s 
people forever. Jesus, being True God and True Man, was subject to the 
limitations of the flesh, God’s Spirit would not be so limited. It came 
with power, it came to bring change to people and to the world. The Holy 
Spirit changed people and it changed things, most notably the church, at 
Pentecost we remember the new life it brought to the Church.  
 
For us, Christians of two thousand years later, we must ask ourselves 
what changes does the Holy Spirit bring to us? What changes does the 
Holy Spirit ask of us? These changes may be quite large things or they 
may only be relatively small but they will be asked of the people of God. 
The other thing the Holy Spirit did was empower those people it changed. 
So we should not worry if God asks things of us, the Good News of 
Pentecost is that He will also equip and strengthen us for our task. 
 
 
Wishing you every blessing, 
 
 Fr Peter Walker 
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Monday Mass May 
 
Monday 5th May    NO Mass 
Monday 12th May    St James             7-00pm 
Monday 19th May    Cranmere Court 10-00am 
Monday 26th May    St James             9-30am 
 
 
Saints Days & Holy Days for May 
 
Thursday 1st May   The Ascension of the Lord  
 
Said Mass in St James              12-30pm 
Sung Mass with procession and sermon  7-30pm  
to be followed by bring and share refreshments. 
 
 
Thursday 22nd May   Corpus et Sanguia Christi 
 
Said Mass in St James     12-30pm 
Sung Mass with sermon and procession of the Blessed Sacrament  
7-30pm to be followed by bring and share refreshments. 
 
Pentecost 
 
One of the holiest days in the year is Pentecost Sunday, which this year 
falls on Sunday 11th May. This is the third most important day in the 
Christian calendar after Christmas and Easter. Its great significance used 
to be marked by a Bank Holiday; those of you with longer memories will 
remember this. It no longer is but we, as Christians must continue to 
remember the importance of this day by coming to worship God. 
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Holy Rosary  
 
The Rosary will be prayed in St James on Monday 19th May at 7-30pm. 
Everyone welcome and instruction given. 
 
 
From the Parish Registers 
 
Funeral Service 
28th March 2008. 
Katherine Winifred Palmer aged 91years 
Followed by interment 
 
 
Operation Christmas Child 
 
For quite a number of years now we have sent shoeboxes full of gifts for 
children in Eastern Europe at Christmas time. For the last few of years 
Dick and Mary Rose undertook this on our behalf. Mary is not able to 
continue with this work. Might you be able to organise it instead? If you 
think you could help, please speak with Fr Peter soon. 
 
 
Church Linen 
 
Our altar linen in St James is always well cared for and has been for a 
long time. Barbara Tuffin looks after the small linens and Paul Bareham 
has been looking after the larger altar cloths. We could now do with some 
help with the larger altar cloths. Could you help launder these? The 
washing of them is not really the problem as they go easily into the 
washing machine, it is the ironing that takes more time and skill. One 
needs a fairly long washing line and some space to iron.  If you think you 
might be able to help, please speak with Fr Peter soon.  
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‘In Accord’ Concert - Presented by John Brunning of Classic FM. 
 
On Saturday 17 May 2008 at 7pm, there will be an excellent ‘a capella’ 
(unaccompanied) singing group called ‘In Accord’ in St James’ Church, 
in aid of the Organ Fund.  The programme will be a mixture of sacred 
and secular music and, I can assure you, will be a most enjoyable 
evening.  We are most grateful to the singers and John who will be giving 
their services free for the evening.  Tickets are £5 (which includes a glass 
of wine and nibbles) and will be available from Mann’s Music Shop or 
Pat French (Tel: 862118).  Please book the date now – I hope to see you 
all there and do bring your friends and neighbours! 
 
Pat French 
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Children’s Page - The Mouse Hole 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
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Summer Festival 
 
The Summer Festival will take place in St James and the churchyard over 
the weekend of 7th and 8th June 2008. Saturday will be from 11-00am 
until 5-00pm. On Saturday there will be the displays in church and 
refreshments. There will also be cakes and preserves for sale, good 
quality second hand, newly new, bric-a-brac and plants. Various games 
and activities for all ages including children will also be part of the day. 
Home made ice creams and sweets will be offered in the afternoon. We 
also hope there will be a Hog Roast for us all to enjoy. 
 
Sunday from 2-00pm until 5-00pm. With the displays, and afternoon tea 
will be an added attraction.  
 
The displays in church will include displays of flowers, hopefully an art 
display from St James’ School and possibly work from North Primary as 
well. There may be some craft work on display; this is being explored at 
the present time.  
 
We have a number of interesting old photographs of St James for people 
to look at, many of which have been recently re-framed. It is also hoped 
that we might be able to display some wedding photographs from people 
who have married in St James throughout the years. If you have any such 
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photographs of your wedding or someone else’s, please let Fr Peter 
know. 
 
St James’ School celebrates the 150th Anniversary of its present 
foundation this year and next and if anyone has photographs or other 
items of interest from our school’s history please also let Fr Peter know. 
We may be able to have small display about the school before it moves 
into school itself at a later point. 
 
Any help that can be given to the Summer Festival will be gratefully 
received. Can you help? 
 
Fr Peter. 
 
 
Thai1 Evening 
 
If you would like to join us for this very enjoyable evening at the Thai 1 
Restaurant on East Hill add your name to the list in church. This will not 
only be a very good evening of fun and excellent food but will also help 
support the work of the Additional Curates Society. It will take place on 
Wednesday 25th June and begin after Mass at around 7-30pm. The price 
for two courses will be £ 15-00.  Fr Peter 
 
‘At Home’ with the Mays- Sunday 10 May 
 
The first of the At Homes is this month at the home of Ralph and Joyce 
Mays, 444 Ipswich Road. They will be at home from 2-30pm and the 
entrance cost for tickets which includes coffee or tea and biscuits will be 
£ 2-50 and will be available before hand from Ralph and Joyce or on the 
day. There will be a great opportunity to view the replica of St James 
made completely from seashells! 
Please come along if you can. 
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Secret Gardens 
 
A number of residents of Roman and Castle Roads will be opening their 
gardens on Sunday 18 May from 2.00pm until 5.00pm. 
Amongst those open are: - Rosie White, 41 Roman Road  

      Martin Woods, 29 Castle Road 
There will be teas, cakes, home-made ice creams, plants and many more 
items for sale.  Entrance is £2.50 to all the gardens.  All proceeds are to 
aid the work of Beacon House, which does much invaluable work with 
the homeless in our Parish.  Please do come and support the afternoon. 

 

SUMMER FESTIVAL 
 

We would be grateful for plants, bric-a-brac (nearly 
new please and NO clothing), books, pickles, 
jams, sweets, games, toiletries, lucky dip, items for 
refreshments, flowers, or cash to buy them – 
please see Diana Irven, bottles (non-alcoholic), 
jars for the hoopla and anything else you think will 
sell.  Also Cakes on the day! 
 

 
Help with this event would be much 

appreciated, 
 
 
Names please to Mary Evered or one of the team 
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Thank you and Au Revoir from Fr John! 

By the time you read this I will be in the Potteries and hopefully will have 
got most of my unpacking done! I enjoyed my time at St James’ and St 
Paul greatly. Since my arrival in July 2004 I was made to feel very 
welcome, and am now sorry to be leaving. I would especially like to 
thank Fr Peter for his support, friendship and training over the last few 
years. 

I would appreciate your prayers for my Licensing on Wednesday 30th 
April, and the parish of Christ Church, Tunstall, and assure you all of my 
continued prayers . 

Thank you very much for my leaving gifts, the generous cheque and the 
print by Eric Gill complements my others very well. The illustration is 
from Gill’s The Canterbury Tales from 1929 and is reproduced below.  

 

Eric Gill (1882-1940) 

Eric Gill was one of the most colourful figures in early 20th century art, 
despite the majority of his prints being in black and white. He was a 
Sculptor, typographer, and writer. Gill’s subject matter swung between 
the deeply religious and the highly erotic, a direct echo of his eccentric 
life. 

Gill was born in 1882 in Brighton and in 1897 the family moved to 
Chichester. Gill studied at Chichester Technical and Art School, and in 
1900 moved to London to train as an architect with the practice of W.D. 
Caroe, specialists in ecclesiastical architecture. Frustrated with his 
training, he took evening classes in stone masonry at Westminster 

16 

Technical Institute and in calligraphy at the Central School of Arts and 
Crafts, where Edward Johnston, creator of the London Underground 
typeface, became a strong influence. In 1903 he gave up his architectural 
training to become a calligrapher, letter-cutter and monumental mason. 

In 1904 he married, and in 1907 he moved to the village of Ditchling in 
Sussex, which would later become the centre of an artists' community 
inspired by Gill. In 1914 he produced sculptures for the stations of the 
cross in Westminster Cathedral, which are well worth seeing if you are in 
Victoria.  

In 1924 he moved to Capel-y-ffin in Wales, where he set up a new 
workshop. In 1925 he designed the Perpetua typeface, with the uppercase 
based upon monumental Roman inscriptions. This was followed by the 
Gill Sans typeface in 1927–30, based on the sans-serif lettering originally 
designed by Johnston for London Underground. In the period 1930-31 
Gill designed the typeface Joanna which he used to handset his book, An 
Essay on Typography. 

In 1928 he moved to Pigotts near High Wycombe, where he set up a 
printing press and lettering workshop.  In 1932 Gill produced a group of 
sculptures, Prospero and Ariel, for the BBC's Broadcasting House in 
London. In 1937, he designed a postage stamp for the Post Office, and in 
1938 produced The Creation of Adam, three bas-reliefs in stone for the 
League of Nations building in Geneva.  A deeply religious man, Eric Gill 
published numerous essays on the relationship between art and religion.  

Gill’s often radical approaches set him apart from other contemporaneous 
engravers: he did not stick solely to the white-line method, nor was he 
afraid to experiment with the inclusion of large areas of white in his 
engravings through the cutting away of the equivalent areas from the 
block. 

Gill never strayed far from the religious roots which inform his work. 
Eroticism also forms an important part of it. Gill was not afraid to 
combine these two elements. He designed, both type and illustration, for  
The Canterbury Tales and The Four Gospels  

Gill died in Uxbridge, Middlesex in 1940. 
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Clues Across 
7 Fortifies building (6)  
8 Moaning livestock in Joel ch. 1 (6)  
9 Abijah's successor as king of Judah in 1 Kings ch. 15 (3)  
10 Seventh Sunday after Easter (9)  
12 Writer of 2 NT epistles (5)  
13 .. their duties for seven-day _______ (1 Chr 9.25) (7)  
15 Water shortage mentioned in Jeremiah ch. 2 (7)  
17 Once more (5)  
20 Badgering (9)  
21 Strange (3)  
23 Show (6)  
24 Who ______ his ropes? (Job 39.5) (6)  
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Clues Down  
 
1 Member of an Indian Zorozstrian sect (6) 
2 Pig's home (3) 
3 Precious stone on a necklace in Song ch. 4 (5) 
4 ..strip off its leaves and _______ its fruit (Dan 4.14) (7) 
5 Hosiery (9) 
6 Shut, like certain ears in Jeremiah ch. 6 (6) 
11 City besieged by Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel ch. 1 (9) 
14 Thorny Lebanese plant in 2 Kings ch. 14 (7) 
16 Person with a sickle in Jeremiah ch. 50 (6) 
18 Certainly (6) 
19 Proverbs ch. 11 compares a beautiful woman who shows no  
 discretion to a gold ring in this part of a pig (5) 
22 ..and he ___ locusts (Mark 1.6) (3) 
 
Answers in next month’s magazine.  
 
April Answers 
 
Across 
1 Storm 4 Eternal 8 Illness 9 Garni 10 Topaz 11 Evening 12 Matins 14 
Joshua  
18 Numbers 20 Aloft 22 Motto 23 Raisins 24 Rhythms 25 Horse 
 
Down 
1 Shittim 2 Orlop 3 Muezzin 4 Easter 5 Eagle 6 Norwich 7 Lying 13 
Timothy  
15 Obadiah 16 Artiste 17 Esdras 18 Namer 19 Enoch 20 Osier 
 
 
Congratulations to Sheila Sansom & Norma Plummer who both correctly 
completed the Crossword this month. 
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May 2 St. Athanasius  

St. Athanasius, the great champion of the Faith was born at Alexandria, 
about the year 296, of Christian parents. Educated under the eye of 
Alexander, later Bishop of his native city, he made great progress in 
learning and virtue. In 313, Alexander succeeded Achillas in the 
Patriarchal See, and two years later St. Athanasius went to the desert to 
spend some time in retreat with St. Anthony.  

In 319, he became a deacon, and even in this capacity he was called upon 
to take an active part against the rising heresy of Arius, an ambitious 
priest of the Alexandrian Church who denied the Divinity of Christ. This 
was to be the life struggle of St. Athanasius.  

In 325, he assisted his Bishop at the Council of Nicaea, where his 
influence began to be felt. Five months later Alexander died. On his 
death bed he recommended St. Athanasius as his successor. In 
consequence of this, Athanasius was unanimously elected Patriarch in 
326.  

His refusal to tolerate the Arian heresy was the cause of many trials and 
persecutions for St. Athanasius. He spent seventeen of the forty-six years 
of his episcopate in exile. After a life of virtue and suffering, this intrepid 
champion of the Catholic Faith, the greatest man of his time, died in 
peace on May 2, 373. St. Athanasius was a Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church.  
 
May 3  Sts. Philip and James  
 
James, Son of Alphaeus: We know nothing of this man but his name, and 
of course the fact that Jesus chose him to be one of the 12 pillars of the 
New Israel, his Church. He is not the James of Acts, son of Clopas, 
“brother” of Jesus and later bishop of Jerusalem and the traditional author 
of the Letter of James. James, son of Alphaeus, is also known as James 
the Lesser to avoid confusing him with James the son of Zebedee, also an 
apostle and known as James the Greater. 
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Philip: Philip came from the same town as Peter and Andrew, Bethsaida 
in Galilee. Jesus called him directly, whereupon he sought out Nathanael 
and told him of the “one about whom Moses wrote” (John 1:45). 
 
Like the other apostles, Philip took a long time coming to realize who 
Jesus was. On one occasion, when Jesus saw the great multitude 
following him and wanted to give them food, he asked Philip where they 
should buy bread for the people to eat. St. John comments, “[Jesus] said 
this to test him, because he himself knew what he was going to do” (John 
6:6). Philip answered, “Two hundred days’ wages worth of food would 
not be enough for each of them to have a little [bit]” (John 6:7). 
 
John’s story is not a put-down of Philip. It was simply necessary for these 
men who were to be the foundation stones of the Church to see the clear 
distinction between humanity’s total helplessness apart from God and the 
human ability to be a bearer of divine power by God’s gift. 
 
On another occasion, we can almost hear the exasperation in Jesus’ 
voice. After Thomas had complained that they did not know where Jesus 
was going, Jesus said, “I am the way...If you know me, then you will also 
know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him” 
(John 14:6a, 7). Then Philip said, “Master, show us the Father, and that 
will be enough for us” (John 14:8). Enough! Jesus answered, “Have I 
been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9a). 
 
Possibly because Philip bore a Greek name or because he was thought to 
be close to Jesus, some Gentile proselytes came to him and asked him to 
introduce them to Jesus. Philip went to Andrew, and Andrew went to 
Jesus. Jesus’ reply in John’s Gospel is indirect; Jesus says that now his 
“hour” has come, that in a short time he will give his life for Jew and 
Gentile alike.  
 
 
 
 
 
May 14  St. Matthias  
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How does one qualify to be an apostle?  

The first act of the apostles after the Ascension of Jesus was to find a 
replacement for Judas. With all the questions, doubts, and dangers facing 
them, they chose to focus their attention on finding a twelfth apostle. 
Why was this important? Twelve was a very important number to the 
Chosen People: twelve was the number of the twelve tribes of Israel. If 
the new Israel was to come from the disciples of Jesus, a twelfth apostle 
was needed.  

But Jesus had chosen the original twelve. How could they know whom 
he would choose?  

One hundred and twenty people were gathered for prayer and reflection 
in the upper room, when Peter stood up to propose the way to make the 
choice.  

Peter had one criterion, that, like Andrew, James, John, and himself, the 
new apostle be someone who had been a disciple from the very 
beginning, from his baptism by John until the Ascension. The reason for 
this was simple, the new apostle would must become a witness to Jesus' 
resurrection. He must have followed Jesus before anyone knew him, 
stayed with him when he made enemies, and believed in him when he 
spoke of the cross and of eating his body -- teachings that had made 
others melt away.  

Two men fit this description -- Matthias and Joseph called Barsabbas. 
They knew that both these men had been with them and with Jesus 
through his whole ministry. But which one had the heart to become a 
witness to his resurrection. The apostles knew that only the Lord could 
know what was in the heart of each. They cast lots in order to discover 
God's will and Matthias was chosen. He was the twelfth apostle and the 
group was whole again as they waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

That's the first we hear of Matthias in Scripture, and the last. Legends 
like the Acts of Andrew and Matthias testify to Matthias' enthusiastic 
embrace of all that being an apostle meant including evangelization, 
persecution, and death in the service of the Lord.  
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May 26 Saint Philip Neri - Patron of Rome  
 

If one had to choose one saint who showed the humorous side of holiness 
that would Philip Neri.  

Born in 1515 in Florence, he showed the impulsiveness and spontaneity 
of his character from the time he was a boy. In fact one incident almost 
cost him his life. Seeing a donkey loaded with fruit for market, the little 
boy had barely formed the thought of jumping on the donkey's back 
before he had done it. The donkey, surprised, lost his footing, and 
donkey, fruit, and boy tumbled into the cellar with the boy winding up on 
the bottom! Miraculously he was unhurt.  

His father was not successful financially and at eighteen Philip was sent 
to work with an older cousin who was a successful businessman. During 
this time, Philip found a favorite place to pray up in the fissure of a 
mountain that had been turned into a chapel. We don't know anything 
specific about his conversion but during these hours of prayer he decided 
to leave worldly success behind and dedicate his life to God.  

After thanking his cousin, he went to Rome in 1533 where he was the 
live-in tutor of the sons of a fellow Florentine. He studied philosophy and 
theology until he thought his studies were interfering with his prayer life. 
He then stopped his studies, threw away his books, and lived as a kind of 
hermit.  

Night was his special time of prayer. After dark he would go out in the 
streets, sometimes to churches, but most often into the catacombs of St. 
Sebastiano to pray. During one of these times of prayer he felt a globe of 
light enter his mouth and sink into his heart. This experience gave him so 
much energy to serve God that he went out to work at the hospital of the 
incurables and starting speaking to others about God, everyone from 
beggars to bankers.  

In 1548 Philip formed a confraternity with other laymen to minister to 
pilgrims who came to Rome without food or shelter. The spiritual 
director of the confraternity convinced Philip that he could do even more 
work as a priest. After receiving instruction from this priest, Philip was 
ordained in 1551.  
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At his new home, the church of San Girolamo, he learned to love to hear 
confessions. Young men especially found in him the wisdom and 
direction they needed to grow spiritually. But Philip began to realize that 
these young men needed something more than absolution; they needed 
guidance during their daily lives. So Philip began to ask the young men to 
come by in the early afternoon when they would discuss spiritual 
readings and then stay for prayer in the evening. The numbers of the men 
who attended these meetings grew rapidly. In order to handle the growth, 
Philip and a fellow priest Buonsignore Cacciaguerra gave a more formal 
structure to the meetings and built a room called the Oratory to hold them 
in.  

Philip understood that it wasn't enough to tell young people not to do 
something -- you had to give them something to do in its place. So at 
Carnival time, when the worst excesses were encouraged, Philip 
organized a pilgrimage to the Seven Churches with a picnic accompanied 
by instrumental music for the mid-day break. After walking twelve miles 
in one day everyone was too tired to be tempted!  

In order to guide his followers, Philip made himself available to everyone 
at any hour -- even at night. He said some of the most devout people were 
those who had come to him at night. When others complained, Philip 
answered, "They can chop wood on my back so long as they do not sin."  

Not everyone was happy about this growing group and Philip and 
Buonsignore were attacked by the priests they lived with. But eventually 
Philip and his companions were vindicated and went on with their work.  

In 1555, the Pope's Vicar accused Philip of "introducing novelties" and 
ordered him to stop the meetings of the Oratory. Philip was 
brokenhearted but obeyed immediately. The Pope only let him start up 
the Oratory again after the sudden death of his accuser. Despite all the 
trouble this man had caused, Philip would not let anyone say anything 
against the man or even imply that his sudden death was a judgment from 
God.  

One church, for Florentines in Rome, had practically forced him to bring 
the Oratory to their church. But when gossip and accusations started, they 
began to harass the very people they had begged to have nearby! At that 
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point, Philip decided it would be best for the group to have their own 
church. They became officially known as the Congregation of the 
Oratory, made up of secular priests and clerics.  

Philip was known to be spontaneous and unpredictable, charming and 
humorous.  

He seemed to sense the different ways to bring people to God. One man 
came to the Oratory just to make fun of it. Philip wouldn't let the others 
throw him out or speak against him. He told them to be patient and 
eventually the man became a Dominican. On the other hand, when he 
met a condemned man who refused to listen to any pleas for repentance, 
Philip didn't try gentle words, but grabbed the man by the collar and 
threw him to the ground. The move shocked the criminal into repentance 
and he made a full confession.  

Humility was the most important virtue he tried to teach others and to 
learn himself. Some of his lessons in humility seem cruel, but they were 
tinged with humour like practical jokes and were related with gratitude 
by the people they helped. His lessons always seem to be tailored directly 
to what the person needed. One member who was later to become a 
cardinal was too serious and so Philip had him sing the Misere at a 
wedding breakfast. When one priest gave a beautiful sermon, Philip 
ordered him to give the same sermon six times in a row so people would 
think he only had one sermon.  

Philip preferred spiritual mortification to physical mortification. When 
one man asked Philip if he could wear a hair shirt, Philip gave him 
permission -- if he wore the hair shirt outside his clothes! The man 
obeyed and found humility in the jokes and name-calling he received.  

There were unexpected benefits to his lessons in humility. Another 
member, Baronius, wanted to speak at the meetings about hellfire and 
eternal punishment. Philip commanded him instead to speak of church 
history. For 27 years Baronius spoke to the Oratory about church history. 
At the end of that time he published his talks as a widely respected and 
universally praised books on ecclesiastical history!  
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Philip did not escape this spiritual mortification himself. As with others, 
his own humbling held humour. There are stories of him wearing 
ridiculous clothes or walking around with half his beard shaved off. The 
greater his reputation for holiness the sillier he wanted to seem. When 
some people came from Poland to see the great saint, they found him 
listening to another priest read to him from joke books.  

Philip was very serious about prayer, spending hours in prayer. He was so 
easily carried away that he refused to preach in public and could not 
celebrate Mass with others around. But he when asked how to pray his 
answer was, "Be humble and obedient and the Holy Spirit will teach 
you."  

Philip died in 1595 after a long illness at the age of eighty years.  

May 28 St. Augustine of Canterbury 

At the end of the sixth century anyone would have said that Augustine 
had found his niche in life. Looking at this respected prior of a 
monastery, almost anyone would have predicted he would spend his last 
days there, instructing, governing, and settling even further into this 
sedentary life.  

But Pope St. Gregory the Great had lived under Augustine's rule in that 
same monastery. When he decided it was time to send missionaries to 
Anglo-Saxon England, he didn't choose those with restless natures or the 
young looking for new worlds to conquer. He chose Augustine and thirty 
monks to make the unexpected, and dangerous, trip to England.  

Missionaries had gone to Britain years before but the Saxon conquest of 
England had forced these Christians into hiding. Augustine and his 
monks were to bring these Christians back into the fold and convince the 
warlike conquerors to become Christians themselves.  

Every step of the way they heard the horrid stories of the cruelty and 
barbarity of their future hosts. By the time they had reached France the 
stories became so frightening that the monks turned back to Rome. 
Gregory had heard encouraging news that England was far more ready for 
Christianity than the stories would indicate, including the marriage of 
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King Ethelbert of Kent to a Christian princess, Bertha. He sent Augustine 
and the monks on their way again fortified with his belief that now was 
the time for evangelization.  

King Ethelbert himself wasn't as sure, but he was a just king and curious. 
So he went to hear what the missionaries had to say after they landed in 
England. But he was just as afraid of them as they were of him! Fearful 
that they would use magic on them, he held the meeting in the open air. 
There he listened to what they had to say about Christianity. He did not 
convert then but was impressed enough to let them continue to preach -- 
as long as they didn't force anyone to convert.  

They didn't have to -- the king was baptized in 597. Unlike other kings 
who forced all subjects to be baptized as soon as they were converted, 
Ethelbert left religious a free choice. Nonetheless the following year 
many of his subjects were baptized.  

Augustine was consecrated bishop of the English and more missionaries 
arrived from Rome to help with the new task. Augustine had to be very 
careful because, although the English had embraced the new religion they 
still respected the old. Under the wise orders of Gregory the Great, 
Augustine aided the growth from the ancient traditions to the new life by 
consecrating pagan temples for Christian worship and turning pagan 
festivals into feast days of martyrs. Canterbury was built on the site of an 
ancient church.  

Augustine was more successful with the pagans than with the Christians. 
He found the ancient British Church, which had been driven into 
Cornwall and Wales, had strayed a little in its practices from Rome. He 
met with them several times to try to bring them back to the Roman 
Church but the old Church could not forgive their conquerors and chose 
isolation and bitterness over community and reconciliation.  

Augustine was only in England for eight years before he died in 605. His 
feast day is celebrated on May 26 in England and May 28 elsewhere. He 
is also known as Austin,a name that many locations have adopted.  
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May 31 Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth 
 
This is a fairly late feast, going back only to the 13th or 14th century. It 
was established widely throughout the Church to pray for unity. The 
present date of celebration was set in 1969 in order to follow the 
Annunciation of the Lord (March 25) and precede the Birthday of John 
the Baptist (June 24). 
 
Like most feasts of Mary, it is closely connected with Jesus and his 
saving work. The more visible actors in the visitation drama (see Luke 
1:39-45) are Mary and Elizabeth. However, Jesus and John the Baptist 
steal the scene in a hidden way. Jesus makes John leap with joy—the joy 
of messianic salvation. Elizabeth, in turn, is filled with the Holy Spirit 
and addresses words of praise to Mary—words that echo down through 
the ages. 
 
It is helpful to recall that we do not have a journalist’s account of this 
meeting. Rather, Luke, speaking for the Church, gives a prayerful poet’s 
rendition of the scene. Elizabeth’s praise of Mary as “the mother of my 
Lord” can be viewed as the earliest Church’s devotion to Mary. As with 
all authentic devotion to Mary, Elizabeth’s (the Church’s) words first 
praise God for what God has done to Mary. Only secondly does she 
praise Mary for trusting God’s words. 
 
Then comes the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Here Mary herself (like the 
Church) traces all her greatness to God.  
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Mass and Prayer Intention for May 

 

1 Thu The Ascension Thanksgiving 
2 Fri St Athanasuis St James’ School 
3 Sat St Philip & James Visiting Clergy 
4 SUN 7th Sunday of Easter Church and Parish  
5 Mon  Travellers 
6 Tue   St James’ Church Building 
7 Wed  Churches Together 
8 Thu  Local Hospitals 
9 Fri  St James’ School 
10 Sat  At Home with the Mays 
11 SUN Pentecost Sunday Church and Parish 
12 Mon  Diocesan Clergy 
13 Tue  St Paul Centre 
14 Wed St Matthias The Archdeacon 

15 Thu  
Paul & Janet our 
Churchwardens 

16 Fri  Those Being Married 
17 Sat  St James Organ Fund 
18 SUN Trinity Sunday Church and Parish 
19 Mon  Prisons & Prisoners 
20 Tue  St Helena Hospice 
21 Wed  The C B S 
22 Thu Corpus Christi Thanksgiving 
23 Fri  Godparents 
24 Sat  Baptism Candidates 
25 SUN 8th Sunday of the Year Church and Parish 
26 Mon St Philip Neri Walsingham 

27 Tue 
St Augustine of 
Canterbury 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury 

28 Wed  Town Centre Ministry 
29 Thu  Fabric Committee 
30 Fri  The Sacred Heart  The Faithful Departed 
31 Sat The Visitation T hanksgiving 
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Diary for May 2008 
 

1 Thu 
 

The Ascension of the Lord 12-30 
19-30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 

St James 
St James 

2 Fri St Athanasius 9-00 Mass School 
3 Sat St Philip & James Apostles  No Mass  
4 SUN 

 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

5 Mon   No Mass  
6 Tue  10-00 Mass St Paul 
7 Wed  19-00 Mass St James 
8 Thu  12-30 Mass St James 
9 Fri  9-00 Mass School 
10 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
11 SUN 

 
 

Pentecost Sunday 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

12 Mon  19-00 Mass St James 
13 Tue  10-00 Mass St Paul  
14 Wed St Matthias 19-00 Mass St James 
15 Thu  12-30 Mass St James 
16 Fri 

 
 9-00 

14-00 
Mass 
The Sacrament of Marriage 

School 
St James 

17 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
18 SUN 

 
 

Trinity Sunday 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

19 Mon 
 

 10-00 
19-30 

Mass 
Rosary 

Cranmere Ct 
St James 

20 Tue  10-00 Mass St Paul  
21 Wed 

 
 19-00 Mass followed by a meeting of the 

Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament 
St James 

22 Thu 
 

Corpus Christi 12.30 
19-30 

Mass 
Sung Mass 

St James 
St James 

23 Fri  9-00 Mass School 
24 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
25 SUN 

 
 

8th Sunday of the Year 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung Mass & Baptism 
Evening Prayer 

 

26 Mon St Philip Neri 9-30 Mass St James 
27 Tue St Augustine of Canterbury 10-00 Mass St Paul  
28 Wed  19-00 Mass St James 
29 Thu  12-30 Mass St James 
30 Fri The Sacred Heart of Jesus 9-00 Mass St James 
31 Sat The Visitation  9-00 Mass St James 
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Churchwardens of the Parish 
 

Mr Paul Bareham    01206 210270 
90 London Road 
Copford CO6 1BJ 
 
Mrs Janet Walker    01206 790448 

               38 Gladstone Road 
               Colchester CO1 2EA 

 
Parochial Church Council Officers 
 
Secretary         Mrs Pamela Lee     01206 573491 
               Hillside 4 Acland Avenue 
               Colchester CO3 3RS 
 
Treasurer        Mr Graham West    01206 866315 
               23 Wells Road  
               Colchester CO1 2YW 
 
Electoral Roll      Mrs Sheila Sansom   01206 560464 
Officer          50 Causton Road 
               Colchester CO1 1RT 
 
Child Protection    Mr David Howse    01621 892425 
Officer          8 Wellands Close,  

Wickham Bishops 
               Witham CM8 3NE 
 
Health & Safety    Mrs Janet Walker    01206 790448 
Officer          38 Gladstone Road 
               Colchester CO1 2EA 
 
St James’ Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School 
Headteacher      Mr Jeff Graham     01206 865747 
Website          http://www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk 
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Bible Reading     Mrs Janice Fielden    01206 574600 
Fellowship           
 
Childrens’ Society  Mrs Joyce Mays      01206 841681 
           
USPG           Mrs Gill Scott       01206 867403 
(Mampong Babies Home)           
 

The Church Union  Mrs Claire Epsom    01255 861202 
(Local Contact)        
 
 
Sidesmen         Mr Paul Bareham     01206 210270 
 
Readers          Mrs Janet Walker     01206 790448 
 
Intercessions      Fr Peter Walker      01206 866802 
 
Stewardship       Mrs Kate Thurston    01206 793243 
 
Acting Organist    Miss Pat French      01206 862118 
& Choirmaster 
 
Sacristan         Mr Brian Appleby    01206 852073 
Team           Mr Paul Bareham     01206 210270 

       Mr Stephen Pawlak    01206 729810 
 
Childrens’ Liturgy   Mrs Diana Irven     01206 386393 
& Flowers 
 
Magazine  Editor  Mrs Lucy Mason     01206 386766 
 
St James’ Hall     Mr Peter Sansom     01206 560464 
Bookings 
 
St Paul’s Centre    Mr Brian Appleby    01206 852073 
Manager & Bookings 
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Rector           Fr Peter Walker SSC    01206 866802 
               The Rectory           07867 972231 

76 East Hill            01206 799444 (fax) 
               Colchester CO1 2QW 
               fatherpeter@walkerssc.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Father Peter and Caroline are always happy to welcome parishioners to the Rectory 
 

 
 

 

Services at St James the Great, East Hill 
 

Sundays          Morning Prayer     07:25 
                Said Mass         08:00 
                Sung Mass        10:00 
                Evening Worship    18:30 
Weekdays         Morning Prayer     07:45  
                Evening Prayer     18:00 
Monday           Mass            see page 3       
Wednesday        Mass            19:00 
Thursday          Mass            12:30 
Friday            Mass in School     09:00          
Saturday          Mass            09:00 
 

Festivals and Saints Days, see monthly calendar on page 29 
 

Services at The St Paul’s Centre, Belle Vue Road 
 

Tuesday           Mass            10:00 

 

Confession         By appointment with the clergy 
 

Holy Baptism       By arrangement after preparation 
 

Ministry to        Names of the Sick to the clergy, the Blessed  
the Sick Sacrament is reserved for the communion of the 

Sick, and the Oil of the Sick for Anointing. 


