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Father Peter Writes  
 
The past month has seen turmoil in the financial markets. Banks 
and other financial organisations have been in great trouble or 
have gone to the wall in a way that is unprecedented since the 
Wall Street Crash of the last century. This will impact on all of us 
in one way or another, some of us to a greater extent, all of us to 
a degree. There seems to be some confusion about what has 
caused this worldwide problem and even more confusion about 
what to do about. The Church will not be immune from this global 
crisis; it too has money invested on Stock Markets. It is to be 
hoped that the investments of the Church are widely spread to 
lessen the effects of any problem. 
Jesus often speaks about money; He recognises the need for it 
but questions being over dependent on it. The rich young man is 
sent away from Jesus sad, not because he has money but 
because he regards that more highly than his discipleship. The 
camel and the eye of the needle story reinforce this point when 
Jesus reminds us that to be too focused on money will distract us 
from our relationship with God.  St Paul in his first letter to Timothy 
says that the love of money is the root of all evil. Not money itself 
but the love of it. 
It would seem that there has been a great deal of unrealistic and 
unjust lending to those who are most at risk, particularly in the 
USA but in other places too I expect. This has not been in order to 
serve the poor and vulnerable but to increase profits of the rich 
with the poor and vulnerable being exploited. 
The Church needs to be the voice of the vulnerable at all times for 
when it is not we have crisis such as the one we have at present. 
We may not have the expertise to do much about the present 
crisis but we can all keep it in our prayers and especially those 
who will be facing even greater hardship because of it. 
 
Wishing you every blessing, 
 
 Fr Peter Walker 
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From the Parish Registers 
Holy Baptism 
21st September 2008 
Rylan Anthony Taylor 
 
12th October 
Elizabeth Rose Witton 
Henry David Tin Witton 
Danny James Jobling 
 
 
Monday Mass November 
Monday 3rd November   7-30pm  St James 
Monday 10th November  11-00am Colonia Court, St Andrew’s Av 
                   7-00pm  St James 
Monday 17th November  11-00am Cranmere Court 
Monday 24th November  8-00pm  70a High Street 
 
 
Saints Days & Holy Days November 
Sunday 2nd November 
All Saints 
Sunday Masses and services at the usual times 
 
All Souls Day 
Monday 3rd November 
Sung Mass 7-30pm.  
 
Monday 10th November  
St Leo the Great Mass St James 7-00pm. 
 
Tuesday 11th November  
St Martin of Tours  Mass St Paul Centre 10-00am. 
 
Friday 21st November 
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Mass St James’ School 9-00am. 
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Diocesan Finances 

I have had a communication for the Diocesan Office thanking us 
all for our commitment to paying our Parish Share especially in 
this time of financial uncertainty. The Parish Share pays for priests 
in parishes in the Diocese so the income is vital to the mission of 
the Church. The Chief Executive thanks us for this commitment 
and asks that we continue our hard work.  Fr Peter 
 
Advent service of Reading, Carols Hymns and Music  
Sunday 30th November at  6-30pm. This is a beautiful service 
which sets the Advent scene so well for us. Please do come back 
again on this Sunday and begin the new Christian year with God. 

All Souls Day 
The commemoration of All the Faithful Departed will be kept on 
Monday 3rd November when there will be a sung Mass at 7-30pm. 
The list for names to be remembered at Mass is at the back of St 
James. Please check the list and add any more names you would 
like to or make any necessary corrections. 
 
Service for the Bereaved  
The annual service of the bereaved, which is held at St James in 
conjunction with the Hunnaball Family Funeral Service, will be on 
Saturday 15th November at 11-00am. Everyone is welcome to 
come along and you may like to invite someone you know who 
would appreciate coming to a service to remember a loved one.  

St James’ School 
Our School will come up to St James for their termly Eucharist on 
Friday 7th November. Worship will begin at around 9-15am. 
Please come along and support the School on this important 
occasion. 
 
Friday 28th November the School Mass will include the blessing of 
the School’s Christmas Crib, please join us. 
 
A date for your diary, the School Christmas Carol Service will be 
in St James on Monday 15th December at 7-00pm. 
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Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 
As many of you will know, we pray each day at Mass for one or 
more parishes in the Diocese. Our turn to be prayed for comes on 
Tuesday 4th November. As the Diocese prays for us, we in turn 
are asked to pray for our Bishops, our Diocese and our Cathedral. 
 
Autumn Sunday Evenings all at 6-30pm. 
Sunday 30th November 
A service of Advent readings, Carols, and music. 

Canon Alan Cross SSC 
Father Cross was Assistant Priest at St James in the 1970s under 
the rectorship of Canon Turner; some of you may well remember 
him. He is shortly to retire and with his wife Susan will return to 
Colchester. He has asked that I pass on his new address, 
Canon’s Retreat, 11, Grayling Drive, Bromley Road, Colchester 
CO4 3EN, 01206 790984. His last Sunday at St Barnabas 
Woodford Green will be Sunday 25th January and there will be a 
Mass at 4-00pm on that day to which all of us are invited. 
 
Sermon Themes 
If there are any themes for sermons, matters or issues people 
would like considered in the Sunday sermon during the coming 
months, please write them down and let Fr Peter have them and 
he will consider the suggestion. 

Tree of Light - Sheila and Caroline will be organising the Tree of 
Light this year.  You are invited to sponsor a light on the tree in 
memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for a special person or 
event in your life.  The tree will stand as a witness to the love of 
God and his work in this place for the twelve days of Christmas 
Day.  Proceeds will be divided between St. James’ Church, St. 
Helena Hospice and Bethlehem Charities.  Watch out for the 
cream coloured leaflets which will be in church from mid 
November. 
 
Crackers 
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Avoid spiralling prices as this year’s crackers stay at £1.  
Personalised or pot-luck, they contain a hat, a gift and a truly 
awful joke. See Caroline with your order. 

Change to Marriage Law 
 
With effect from October 1st 2008. The Law of the land will be 
changed with regard to those who may marry in any particular 
Parish Church. The Church of England Marriage Measure 2008 
will be enacted widening the scope of those who are entitled to 
marry in any given church. Until this measure people had the right 
to marry in the Parish Church for the parish they were actually 
resident in or the church they were a member of. Membership, in 
this case, is being on the Electoral Roll of the Parish Church. 
 
The new measure will allow the following  people to marry in a 
Parish Church if:  
 
The person concerned:  
·  was baptised in the parish; or 
·  has been confirmed and the confirmation has been entered in 

a church register book belonging to the parish.  (This would 
have been done on the basis that the person concerned was 
prepared for confirmation in the parish); or 

·  has at any time had his or her usual place of residence in the 
parish for at least 6 months; or 

·  has at any time habitually attended public worship in the parish 
for at least 6 months;  

or 
That person’s parent has at any time during the per son’s 
lifetime: 
·  had his or her usual place of residence in the parish for at least 

6 months; or 
·  habitually attended public worship in the parish for at least 6 

months; 
 
or 
·  That person’s parent or grandparent was married in the parish.  
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(In this list references to being baptised, confirme d or 
married, or attending public worship, all refer to Church of 
England services.) 
At Home 
This has proved to be a very successful and enjoyable way to 
raise some much needed funds for our Church. Would you be 
able to host one next year? If so see Fr Peter soon. 
 

Choir Notes – Pat French  
Some of our choristers will be singing at the Diocesan Choir 
Festival at Chelmsford Cathedral on Saturday 8 th November .  
Anyone who would like to hear around 400 voices singing 
beautiful music is welcome to the service at the Cathedral at 5pm. 
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Advance Diary Dates – Please put the following in y our diary: 
Monday 22 December  Carol Singing around the Parish 

More details next month. 
2009 
Saturday 10 January Annual Day of Prayer at Westminster 

Abbey 
Saturday 7 February   Talents Evening 
Saturday 11 July Concert by the Essex Police Choir at St 

James 
Further details of these events will follow at a later date. 

All Saints Ploughman’s Lunch 
All Saints Ploughman’s lunch at the Rectory on Saturday 1st 
November, from 12-00 noon until 2-00pm. Tickets will be £ 5-00 
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each. There will be a raffle with cakes and preserves for sale. This 
will be in aid of the Organ Restoration Fund. Tickets available 
from Fr Peter, Caroline or Clare Walker. 

Funerals 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) wrote, in a letter to Jean-Baptiste Leroy, in 
1789, ‘In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and 
taxes.’ How true ! The Church of England has had a unique ministry to 
the dead and bereaved throughout its history and still does today. It is 
an opportunity for mission in that we touch many people whom 
otherwise would not have contact with the Church. It is an act of service 
to the community, meeting people where they are at times of great 
need. Today these services are usually held at the crematorium but that 
has not always been the case and does not need to be the case as the 
Parish Church is always available to people for a funeral service. 
Whether they are church members or not there are distinct advantages 
to having a funeral in church, both practical and spiritual. On the spiritual 
front, any Parish Church should be the focus for people in its parish, the 
place they come to at times of spiritual or emotional need. It is a place 
where people can come before God with all their joys, sorrows, 
uncertainties and hopes. Important times in ones life should be marked 
with God, they need to be rooted in this way. On the practical front, a 
parish church is usually bigger than the crematorium chapel, certainly 
that is the case with St James, and so there is more room for a larger 
funeral. We have made St James available for two very large funerals in 
the past year. We can also make smaller services equally meaningful; 
the Lady Chapel has been used for smaller funeral services or for 
services for children.  There is a growing trend today for people to pay 
tributes to the deceased at a funeral; if time is limited this can be a 
problem at the crematorium.  There is no restriction on time at St 
James, which there inevitably always is at the crematorium. The service 
is usually largely the same whether it is at the crematorium or in Church, 
although it always needs to be borne in mind this is an act of worship; 
one is not hiring a venue hall where anything goes. 

Have you made decisions about your funeral? Have you filled in and 
given to Fr Peter one of the Funeral Arrangement Forms? By doing this 
you make it clear to your loved ones exactly what is required on such 
occasions, at a time when they are rather shocked, this may be a great 
help. Have you made it clear your funeral is to be in St James? You may 
have done all of this already but people you know, neighbours and 
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friends, may not be aware that their parish church is always there for 
them for a funeral, perhaps you could let them know.  
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Reminiscences of Translating the Psalms - John Thom pson 
 
When Father Peter made his first pastoral visit to my home, he 
asked me if I had ever made use of some Old Testament 
knowledge that I had obtained in my younger days.  I understood 
him to have meant use on behalf of the Church rather than for 
private study and answered brusquely, "No."  As the loss of Father 
John's most interesting items on both Saints and sectarian 
churches have left a gap in the magazine I thought that this might 
be an opportunity to rectify my sin of omission. In consequence I 
have offered some articles that relate to the psalms.  May I 
explain why this was my choice? 
 
Some forty years ago I was a member of the London panel 
engaged in translating the psalms for the New English Bible.  At 
the time I became involved, the New Testament had already been 
published and well received.  Old Testament study groups were 
getting under way.  The one in London was based in King's 
College, where I was commencing my final year of specialising in 
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Old Testament Theology and Ancient Hebrew.  This made me 
something of a rarity. 
 
I was invited to join the group by Rev. Peter Ackroyd, the Samuel 
Davidson Professor of Old Testament studies at London 
University, who was at that time both my tutor and leader of the 
panel.  Such a privilege was beyond all expectation; my self-
esteem soared.  I envisaged sitting quietly to one side while 
watching great minds at work.  So much for my naivety.  "Prepare 
an initial translation of the psalm for next week's meeting and 
make any notes you think relevant," was my tutor's first 
instruction.  His second was just as precise. "Give them to my 
secretary for typing in time to be sent to the group members by 
Tuesday morning."  Even then it took time for the penny to drop.  
Rather than watching quietly I was to become a leading 
participant.  
 
As during the weeks and months that followed I was also meeting 
with Peter Ackroyd for four hours each week when together with 
another student we translated and analysed Job, then Jeremiah, 
life became hectic.  This was only my Old Testament work; 
studying Romans from the Greek gave no respite, nor fathoming 
the doctrines of the early church fathers. 
 
I was never satisfied with my attempts.  The deadline to reach our 
secretary seemed almost always at hand and could never be 
delayed.  Each week members of the group assembled, clutching 
my translation.  At the first opportunity they gathered round like 
hyenas that have spotted a lame gazelle.  Each had his own 
favoured words which could only be attained if mine were deleted.  
The meetings were not for the faint hearted. An alternative phrase 
was either accepted or lost forever.  Freed from any need to 
defend a translation of his own, Rev. Peter Ackroyd was able to 
join the melee while, line by line he recorded the changes agreed 
to my script. Whatever his contribution he always seemed to be 
using a different dictionary from my own.  The final results of each 
meeting were never my main concern, certainly little or nothing of 
my original could ever have survived.  I was always contented if I 
had escaped humiliation. 
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Only once was I truly irritated.  When, after considering one of my 
attempts, which for safety's sake always tended to be somewhat 
literal rather than imaginative, he exclaimed with a sigh, "Is there a 
poet in the house?"  This was needless for as soon as our work 
was completed it was to be sent to respected poets to be 
rendered into acceptable English verse.  There is little point in 
finding an accurate translation if it makes a vitriolic oracle or Job's 
cursing read like a knitting pattern.  
 
My year ended before the work was completed.  As I already 
possessed two copies of the New Testament translation I never 
thought to buy a complete bible which contained the Old 
Testament and Apocrypha.  Therefore I never saw what my 
colleagues eventually made of the psalms.  Only quite recently 
when my much abused RSV finally collapsed did I come across a 
second hand copy.  Now it takes a regular place alongside my 
new R.S.V.  Each time I take it down from the shelf I plead with 
the Psalmist [69:6] 
"Let none of those who look to Thee be shamed on my account." 
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The Royal British Legion 
 

The Royal British Legion provides financial, social and emotional 
support to millions who have served and are currently serving in 
the Armed Forces, and their dependants. Currently, nearly 10.5 
million people are eligible for their support and they receive 
thousands of calls for help every year.  

The Legion was founded in 1921 as a voice for the ex-Service 
community and over 380,000 members continue to ensure that 
this voice does not go unheard. Although the needs of ex-Service 
people have changed over the years, the Legion is still there to 
safeguard their welfare, interests and memory. British service 
people are in action around the world every day of the year. They 
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know that if they need support - now or in the future - the Legion is 
always on active duty for them.  

 

The Poppy Appeal 

Each year the nation expresses its unequivocal support for the 
Legion’s work through its generous support of the Poppy Appeal 
raising almost £25 million which goes towards vital welfare work.  

 

How the Poppy Appeal began 

Some of the bloodiest fighting of World War One took place in the 
Flanders and Picardy regions of Belgium and Northern France. 
The poppy was the only thing which grew in the aftermath of the 
complete devastation. McCrae, a doctor serving there with the 
Canadian Armed Forces, deeply inspired and moved by what he 
saw, wrote these verses:  

 
In Flanders' Fields 

John McCrae, 1915 

In Flanders' fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky  
The larks, still bravely singing, fly  

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders' fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high, 

If ye break faith with us who die 
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We shall not sleep, though poppies grow  
In Flanders' Fields. 

 On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 
1918, the First World War ended. Civilians wanted to remember 
the people who had given their lives for peace and freedom. An 
American War Secretary, Moina Michael, inspired by John 
McCrae's poem, began selling poppies to friends to raise money 
for the ex-Service community. And so the tradition began. The first 
official Legion Poppy Day being held in Britain on 11 November 
1921. 

Remembrance Day and the Two Minute Silence have been 
observed since the end of the First World War, but their relevance 
remains undiminished.  When we bow our heads in reflection, we 
remember those who fought for our freedom during the two World 
Wars. But we also mourn and honour those who have lost their 
lives in more recent conflicts. Today, with troops on duty in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and other trouble spots around the world, 
Remembrance, and this two minute tribute, are as important as 
ever. 

 
Recipe of the Month 

Ginger Parkin traditionally made for Bonfire Night!  
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Operation Christmas Child 
 
The bad news is despite a number of requests in the magazine 
earlier in the year no one has come forward to organise the 
Christmas shoe-boxes this year. The good news is that as our 
School is taking part again this year, as it usually does, boxes can 
be collected from School and returned to School. If you would like 
to take part and fill one or more boxes to be sent to eastern 
Europe to children and young people in need please go to the 
School for them.  
 

Filled boxes will need to be back in School by  
14th November at the latest. 

 
Perhaps someone would like to take this on for next year ? 

Fr Peter 
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Mass and Prayer Intention for November 
1 Sat  The Organ Fund  
2 SUN All Saints Church and Parish  
3 Mon All Souls The Faithful Departed  

4 Tue  
Our Bishops, Diocese and 
Cathedral  

5 Wed  Colchester Deanery  
6 Thu  Local Almshouse Trusts   
7 Fri  HM Forces Chaplains  
8 Sat  Walsingham  
9 SUN  Church and Parish 
10 Mon St Leo the Great The PCC  
11 Tue St Martin of Tours The British Legion  

12 Wed  
Diocesan Child Protection 
Officer  

13 Thu  Operation Christmas Child  
14 Fri  Churches Together  
15 Sat  The Bereaved  
16 SUN  Church and Parish  
17 Mon  Prisons & Prisoners  
18 Tue  The St Paul Centre  
19 Wed  The Children’s Society  
20 Thu  Help the Aged  
21 Fri Presentation of the BVM The Faithful Departed  
22 Sat  Church Musicians  
23 SUN  Church and Parish  
24 Mon  The Bishop Of Colchester  
25 Tue  Restoration Committee  
26 Wed  St James’ School Governors  
27 Thu  Town Centre Ministry  
28 Fri  St James School  
29 Sat  Advent Preparation  
30 SUN  Church and Parish 

 
 

Diary for November 2008 
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1 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
2 SUN 

 
 

All Saints 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung  Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

3 Mon All Souls 19-30 Sung Mass St James 
4 Tues  10.00 Mass St Paul 
5 Wed  19-00 Mass St James 
6 Thurs  12-30 Mass St James 
7 Fri  9-15 School Mass St James 
8 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
9 SUN 

 
 

 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung  Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

10 Mon 
 

St Leo the Great 11-00 
19-00 

Mass 
Mass 

Colonia Ct. 
St James 

11 Tues St Martin of Tours 10-00 Mass St Paul 
12 Wed  19-00 Mass St James 
13 Thurs  12-30 Mass St James 
14 Fri  9-00 Mass School 
15 Sat  

 
 9-00 

11-00 
Mass 
Sv for the Bereaved 

St James 
St James 

16 SUN 
 
 

 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung  Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

17 Mon   11-00 Mass Cranmere Ct. 
18 Tues  10-00 Mass St Paul 
19 Wed  19-00 Mass St James 
20 Thurs  12-30 Mass St James 
21 Fri  Presentation BVM 9-00 Mass School 
22 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
23 SUN 

 
 

 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung  Mass 
Evening Prayer 

 

24 Mon  20-00 Mass 70a High Street 
25 Tues  10-00 Mass St Paul 
26 Wed  19-00 Mass St James 
27 Thurs  12-30 Mass St James 
28 Fri  9-00 Mass & Crib Blessing School 
29 Sat  9-00 Mass St James 
30 SUN 

 
 

 8-00 
10-00 
18-30 

Mass 
Sung  Mass 
Advent Service 

 

 
Churchwardens of the Parish 
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Mr Paul Bareham    01206 210270 
90 London Road 
Copford CO6 1BJ 
 
Mrs Janet Walker    01206 790448 

               38 Gladstone Road 
               Colchester CO1 2EA 

 
Parochial Church Council Officers 
 
Secretary         Mrs Pamela Lee     01206 573491 
               Hillside 4 Acland Avenue 
               Colchester CO3 3RS 
 
Treasurer        Mr Graham West    01206 866315 
               23 Wells Road  
               Colchester CO1 2YW 
 
Electoral Roll      Mrs Sheila Sansom   01206 560464 
Officer          50 Causton Road 
               Colchester CO1 1RT 
 
Child Protection    Mr David Howse    01621 892425 
Officer          8 Wellands Close,  

Wickham Bishops 
               Witham CM8 3NE 
 
Health & Safety    Mrs Janet Walker    01206 790448 
Officer          38 Gladstone Road 
               Colchester CO1 2EA 
 
St James’ Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School 
Headteacher      Mr Jeff Graham     01206 865747 
Website          http://www.st-james-colchester.essex.sch.uk 
 
Bible Reading     Mrs Janice Fielden    01206 574600 
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Fellowship           
 
Childrens’ Society  Mrs Joyce Mays      01206 841681 
           
USPG           Mrs Gill Scott       01206 867403 
(Mampong Babies Home)           
 

The Church Union  Mrs Claire Epsom    01255 861202 
(Local Contact)        
 
Child Contact Centre  
stjamesccc@googlemail.com            07855 752421 
 
 
Sidesmen         Mr Paul Bareham     01206 210270 
 
Readers          Mrs Janet Walker     01206 790448 
 
Intercessions      Fr Peter Walker      01206 866802 
 
Stewardship       Mrs Kate Thurston    01206 793243 
 
Acting Organist    Miss Pat French      01206 862118 
& Choir Leader 
 
Sacristan         Mr Brian Appleby    01206 852073 
Team           Mr Paul Bareham     01206 210270 

       Mr Stephen Pawlak    01206 729810 
 
Children’s’ Liturgy  Mrs Diana Irven     01206 386393 
& Flowers 
 
Magazine  Editor  Mrs Lucy Mason     01206 386766 
 
St Paul’s Centre    Mr Brian Appleby    01206 852073 
Manager & Bookings 
Rector           Fr Peter Walker SSC    01206 866802 
               The Rectory           07867 972231 
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76 East Hill           01206 799444 (fax) 
               Colchester CO1 2QW 
               fatherpeter@walkerssc.freeserve.co.uk 
 

Father Peter and Caroline are always happy to welcome parishioners to the Rectory 
 

 
 

 

Services at St James the Great, East Hill 
 

Sundays          Morning Prayer     07:25 
                Said Mass         08:00 
                Sung Mass        10:00 
                Evening Worship    18:30 
Weekdays         Morning Prayer     07:45  
                Evening Prayer     18:00 
Monday           Mass            see page 3       
Wednesday        Mass            19:00 
Thursday          Mass            12:30 
Friday            Mass in School     09:00          
Saturday          Mass            09:00 
 

Festivals and Saints Days see monthly calendar. 
 
 

Services at The St Paul’s Centre, Belle Vue Road 
 

Tuesday           Mass            10:00 

 

 
Confession         By appointment with the clergy 
 

Holy Baptism       By arrangement after preparation 
 

Ministry to        Names of the Sick to the clergy, the Blessed  
the Sick Sacrament is reserved for the communion of the 

Sick, and the Oil of the Sick for Anointing. 
 
 
 
 


